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Trustees’ Annual Report 
Year ended 31 December 2017 
 
Structure, Governance and Management 
 

Governing Document 
 
The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Deed of Constitution. 
 
Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees 
 
Members of the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board are the charity trustees.  The Kirk Session 
members are the elders of the church and are chosen from those members of the church who are considered 
to have the appropriate gifts and skills. The elders serve on both the Kirk Session and the Congregational 
Board.  The minister, who is a member of the Kirk Session, is elected by the congregation and inducted by 
Presbytery. In addition to the elders, other members are appointed to the Congregational Board from within 
the congregation and members of the congregation are invited to nominate individuals who are believed to 
have the skills and commitment to contribute to the management of the affairs of the Church, to become 
members of the Board. These Board members are then appointed at the Stated Annual Meeting and serve 
for a period of three years after which they must seek re-election at the next Stated Annual Meeting. 
 
Organisational Structure 
 
The Congregational Board which is concerned mainly with the finance and fabric of the church, is chaired 
by the minister (or interim moderator) and meets five times in a year. The Kirk Session, also chaired by the 
minister (or interim moderator), meets four times a year and is responsible for spiritual affairs within the 
church.   Additional meetings of Board or Session may be called if required.  There are five Task Groups 
which meet four times in a year. Each is composed of approximately six individuals (elders, Board 
members and members of the congregation) who have an interest in particular areas of ministry and 
activity.  The Task Groups are: 

a. Outreach - Remit is to plan strategically for the work among the youth and to develop ways of 
taking the Gospel to non-members. 

b. Fellowship - Remit is to monitor the pastoral care of members and adherents and to organise regular 
visits to members where appropriate.  The visiting team is made up of 19 church members. The 
church newsletter and any other information is sent by email where appropriate.  The remit also 
includes developing ways in which the congregation can meet informally. 

c. World Mission – Remit is to keep this aspect of the ministry before the congregation, to encourage 
prayer for overseas mission and to be involved in and maintain partnership(s) with churches/
projects overseas. The remit also includes organising communication with and support of 
individuals from the congregation who work with overseas missions. 

d. Community – Remit is to link with the community bodies in the parish, to ensure that the church is 
involved in planning for community events and to keep the congregation informed about 
community events and issues. 

e. Discipleship – Remit is to encourage members in their individual walk with God. 
 

The task group convenors meet four times in the year to ensure that the groups work together where 
appropriate.  The convenor of each group gives a short report at each meeting of the Kirk Session. 

 
Objectives and Activities 
 
The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity.  It 
exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world. As a 
national Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of religion to the 
people in every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates with other Churches in 
various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond. 



Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church meets for worship both in the morning and evening every Sunday.  The 
morning service is preceded by a prayer meeting.  The Sacrament of Communion is observed four times per 
year in the morning and on the first Sunday of each month in the evening.  On Sunday mornings there is a 
crèche for pre-school children, a Sunday school (King’s Kids) and a group for secondary school pupils 
(Secondary Squad).   
 
In November 2017, the Minister, Rev Kenneth Stott, moved to another church and Rev David Gray was 
appointed Interim Moderator.  His duties include chairing certain meetings of the Trustees and offering 
support and advice to the office bearers and congregation.  A new minister will be appointed after the 
various processes required by the Church of Scotland have been completed. 
 
During the week, there are activities for all ages.  The youth activities are Girls Brigade and a Good News 
Club.  Rev Kenneth Stott was Captain of the Boys’ Brigade Company and, as there were only a few boys 
attending and a new Captain could not be identified, the company was closed in September 2017 and the 
boys directed to another company that meets nearby. For adults there are both “spiritual” and “social” 
groups.  There is a Ladies Bible Study and two House Groups.  Once a month, there is a congregational 
prayer meeting.  There is a weekly early morning Bible study meeting for men.  There is a group of 
members who form a team who will pray for individuals after each service, and who meet at other times 
with individuals who have requested prayer.  There is also a badminton group.  The church has a ceilidh 
band which plays at church events and at a few outside functions.   
 
During the six weeks of Lent 2017 the church organised a prayer rota where individuals undertook to pray 
for a specified 30 minute period each day.  More than forty individuals of all ages “signed up” to pray and 
this was a time of great encouragement. 
 
In the spring, a Bible Course, comprising DVDs and discussion groups, was run weekly for 8 weeks.  This 
was attended by around 50 people.  In the autumn, a third “Alpha” course was attended by 12 people on one 
evening each week for 10 weeks.  This course covers the basics of the Christian faith.  Another course may 
be run in 2018. 
 
The partnership with the Presbyterian Church of East Africa congregation at Kayole, Nairobi, Kenya 
continues to go well and in September 2017 the Minister and four choir members from Kayole visited 
Chalmers Ardler for 10 days.  The group took part in various events in the church, including a concert 
which also featured the Kirkton Community Rock Choir.  Discussions took place about the future of the 
partnership and it was felt that it continues to be a positive thing for both congregations.  We continue to 
work on developing the partnership further. 
 
Our parish covers Ardler and the southern part of the St Mary’s housing area and the church continues to be 
involved in various aspects of the Ardler and St Mary’s community.  The minister regularly visited and 
spoke to classes in the local primary school and it is hoped that this will continue when a new minister is 
appointed. The Scripture Union group in the school continues, led by some members, and has the full 
support of the school staff. One member works as a volunteer within Ardler Primary School. The church is 
represented on the Ardler Village Trust and is involved in the Ardler Fun Day and the St Mary’s Gala Day.  
The young people in the church sang Christmas carols in the local home for the elderly and sheltered 
housing complex. 
 
In November a Community Christmas Tree Celebration was held in the church.  Forty groups each made 
and decorated a small Christmas tree and these were displayed in the church in the weeks leading up to 
Christmas.  Three quarters of the trees were made by community groups not associated with the church.  A 
three day programme of events started the display period.  There was an afternoon tea attended by 130 local 
people and a community concert where various school and community groups performed.  A café ran for 
the three days.   
 
The Church of Scotland no longer recognises the parish as being a priority area as judged by their criteria 
and, as mentioned in the report for 2015, there is no longer funding for a Family Support Worker.  The 
parish is still an area of great need – the loss of status as a priority area is due to other areas being in greater 
need.  The Church has always tried to assist some who come to us with no money for household expenses.  
This year we have again had tremendous support from the management of the local Spar shop who allow us 
to buy vouchers for food and gas/electricity that we can hand out, rather than having to keep food for this 
purpose on our premises, and in the past year the demand for this kind of help has increased noticeably.  



We continue to support and liaise with the Children and Family Project which meets daily on our premises, 
and have excellent working relationships with other social work and education professionals working in 
the area of Ardler and St Mary’s. 
 
Messy Church continues to meet approximately quarterly on a Saturday afternoon and is attended by 
children and adults.  This year, the numbers attending have increased to around 70.  There are activities, 
games, a Bible message and a shared meal.   
   
The premises are used virtually every day for the Children and Family Project and church-related activities. 
They are also occasionally used by community groups. 
 

Achievements and Performance 
 
The roll at 1 January 2017 was 178 and at 31 December 2017 was 161.  Thirteen members died and 5, 
including the minister, left to go to other churches. One new member joined the church.  Sunday morning 
services are attended by around 100 people and the evening services are attended by 25 – 30 people.  
Worship is led by a music group comprising all age groups and a variety of instruments.  Both traditional 
hymns and modern songs are used, and words of songs, Bible readings, DVDs etc are made available using 
a multimedia set up.  All necessary licences are held through Christian Copyright Licensing International.  
Services are recorded and are available on CD for the use of those who cannot attend. The sermons are 
available on the church web site. 
 
The crèche and King’s Kids are attended by a total of about 10 children, most of whom are the children of 
people who attend church, while the Secondary Squad currently comprises 8 teenagers.  The Girls Brigade 
and Good News Club, which are held during the week, attract a total of approximately 50 children, most of 
whom are from families who have no other church connection.  These groups are run by adult volunteers.  
 
All volunteers who work with children have been checked through Disclosure Scotland and the Kirk 
Session and all children’s workers take seriously their obligations in respect of child protection.  A Child 
Protection Co-ordinator and Deputy are available for anyone to consult.  Volunteers have now also 
completed registration under the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 and new volunteers 
are put through this process. 
 
Around 16 people attend the fortnightly house groups, around 25 attend the Ladies Bible Study, and 
around 7, the badminton group. 
 

Financial Review 
 

The principal source of income is from weekly and monthly offerings, along with tax recovered on the Gift 
Aid scheme.  The total income decreased by 3.9% in 2017 compared with 2016.  This decrease is due to 
there having been an appeal in 2016 to the congregation for funds to refurbish the kitchen.  Income from 
offerings increased by 5.8%. The overall deficit in 2017 was due to the money for the kitchen 
refurbishment having been collected in 2016 and spent in 2017.  At the beginning of the year 57 people 
gave via the Gift Aid Scheme and this figure was 52 at year end.  The number giving by standing order is 
30.  The church was able to meet its commitments. 
 
 
Reserves Policy 
 
At the year end the Church held unrestricted cash funds of £98,578 of which £37,528 has been designated 
for specific projects to be identified from time to time, which it would be appropriate to finance from the 
Bequests Fund, and £12,180 is for Fabric costs.  The money in the Bequest Fund is now intended to 
finance the employment of a Youth Worker. The Trustees policy has been not to hold a high level of 
reserves and the balance of £48,870 in the General Fund is considered to be an adequate reserve, in the 
range of 4 to 5 months’ expenditure.  
 
The Church also held £9,222 of restricted funds which have been provided for the purposes specified in 
Note 2. 



Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities 
 
The members of the Kirk Session / Congregational Board must prepare financial statements which give 
sufficient detail to enable an appreciation of the transactions of the Church during the financial year. The 
members of the Kirk Session / Congregational Board are responsible for keeping proper accounting records 
which must reflect the financial position of the Church at that time. This must be done to ensure that the 
financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 and the Regulations Anent Congregational Finance approved by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 2007. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets 
of the Church and must take reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and other irregu-
larities. 
 
Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf, 
 
Abigail Alexander 
Session Clerk 
 
Date ………………………….  



Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church of Scotland Dundee  SC021763 
 
Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church of Scotland 
Dundee 
 
I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2017 which are set out on pages 6 
to 10. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of 
the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006. 
 
The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the Accounts 
Regulations does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44
(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner’s statement 
My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual 
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.  
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement 
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention [other than disclosed below*] 
 
1.   which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44 (1)(a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 
4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and 

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of 
the 2006 Accounts Regulations have not been met, or 

 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the          

accounts to be reached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alison Cunningham 
31 Elmwood Road 
Dundee DD2 2DX 
 
 
Date 
 
* Please delete the words in brackets if they do not apply 



 

Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church of         

Scotland Dundee          

Receipts and Payments Account          

Year ended 31 December 2017          

          

  Unrestricted  Restricted      

  Funds  Funds  Total  Total  

  2017  2017  2017  2016  

  £  £    £  

          

Receipts Note         

     Donations 3 87054  6717  93771  97488  

     Bank & Deposit interest  150  0  150  262  

          

Total Receipts  87204  6717  93921  97750  

          

          

Payments          

     Charitable activities 4 78047  19461  97508  74090  

              

          

Total Payments  78047  19461  97508  74090  

          

          

Excess of Receipts over Payments         

for the year before transfers  9157  (-12744)  (-3587)  23660  

          

          

     Transfers  0  0  0  0  

          

              

Excess of Receipts/(Deficit) over          

payments for the year  9157  (-12744)  (-3587)  23660  

          

          

          

          

          

          



Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church of         

Scotland Dundee          

Statement of Balances          

          

          

At 31 December 2017          

          

  Unrestricted  Restricted      

  Funds  Funds  Total  Total  

  2017  2017  2017  2016  

 Note £  £    £  

          

Bank & Deposit Balances 2         

Bank & Deposit Balances          

Brought forward  89421  21966  111387  87727  

          

          

Movement in year:          

Excess of Receipts over          

Payments for the year  9157  (-12744)  (-3587)  23660  

          

              

Bank & Deposit Balances          

Carried forward  98578  9222  107800  111387  

          

          

Assets          

          

Gift Aid Receivable   3457  0  3457  3875  

          

Liabilities          

cheque still to be presented  1116  400  1516  610  

             

          

          

The accounts were approved by the Kirk Session and Financial Board on 20 February 2018  

          

For and on behalf of the Kirk Session and Financial Board      

          

          

          

 ………………………...…………………………………Abigail J Alexander, Session Clerk   

          

          

          

…………………………………………………………….Robina C Forbes, Treasurer    

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          



Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church of Scotland Dundee       

Notes to the Accounts          

1 Trustee Remuneration and Related Party Transactions     

           

  During the year one Trustee (Rev K Stott) received payment of expenses 

  incurred, amounting to £2225 being reimbursement of travelling, internet and 

  telephone expenses and payment of Council Tax on the Manse.  Other 

  than minister's stipend  (see note 5) no Trustee received any remuneration 

  during the year.        

           

           

           

2 Movement in Funds At 1 January        At 31 Dec 

  2017  Receipts  Payments  Transfers  2017 

  £  £  £  £  £ 

 Unrestricted funds          

 Fabric Fund 408  0  8228  20000  12180 

 Bequest Fund 37398  130  0  0  37528 

 General Fund 51615  87074  69819  -20000  48870 

  89421  87204  78047  0  98578 

           

 Restricted funds          

 Benevolent Fund 3904  3031  904  0  6031 

 Kayole Fund 3868  3171  3903  0  3136 

 Ladies Bible Study 40  515  500  0  55 

 Kitchen Refurbishment 14154  0  14154  0  0 

  21966  6717  19461     9222 

           

 Endowment funds 0  0  0  0  0 

 Total funds 111387  93921  97508  0  107800 

           

 Purposes of Designated Funds         

           

 Fabric Fund: The Trustees have set aside funds for the maintenance of the Church property. 

 Bequest Fund: This fund comprises the balance from a number of bequests.  From time to time, the 

 Trustees decide to use part of the fund for specific items of expenditure.    

           

 Purposes of Restricted Funds         

           

 Benevolent Fund: This is a fund to provide assistance to people in need and donations are given 

 specifically for this purpose.         

 Kayole Fund: This money is for the development of a twinning arrangement with Kayole Parish 

 Church, Nairobi, Kenya.          

 Ladies Bible Study: This money is held by the Ladies Bible Study Group and used for running the 

 organisation and for making charitable donations.       

 Kitchen Refurbishment: This money was used to refurbish the kitchen    



   Unrestricted  Restricted     

   Funds  Funds  Total  Total 

   2017  2017  2017  2016 

3 Analysis of Donations  £      £ 

    FWO Scheme (non Gift Aid)  12369  0  12369  11565 

    Gift Aid Donations  54298  0  54298  51897 

    Tax Recovered on Gift Aid  15524  0  15524  13998 

 Donations         

    Ordinary Offerings (Open Plate)  4062  0  4062  4080 

    Other Income, Donations etc  801  6717  7518  15948 

   87054  6717  93771  97488 

          

          

4 Analysis of Payments         

          

1 Charitable activities:-         

    Ministries & Mission contribution  50739  0  50739  43967 

    Presbytery Dues  533  0  533  533 

          

2 Staffing costs         

    Minister's Expenses  2225  0  2225  2139 

    Pulpit Supply  0  0  0  96 

    Cleaners  4376  0  4376  3861 

          

    Building costs:-         

    Fabric Repairs & Maintenance     8228  0  8228  3979 

3    Council Tax  1447  0  1447  1997 

    Heat & Light  4041  0  4041  4604 

    Insurance  2277  0  2277  2326 

          

4    Other costs:-         

    Printing, stationery and postage  678  0  678  1211 

    Support for Church Work at Home  0  0  0  750 

    Charitable Donations  0  500  500  580 

    Miscellaneous Expenses  3503  4808  8311  8047 

   78047  5308  83355  74090 

          

 Governance costs         

    Independent examiner's fees  nil          

          

          



           

5  Minister's Stipend        

           

  All Church of Scotland congregations contribute to the National Stipend Fund which bears the costs 

  of all Ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national insurance, pension and housing,  

  and loan fund.  Ministers' stipends are paid in accordance with the national stipend scale, which is 

  related to years of service.  For the year under review the minimum stipend was £26,644 and the 

  maximum stipend (in the fifth and subsequent years of service) £32,743.   

           

           

        2017  2016 

           

6  Collections for Third Parties      £ 

           

   Kayole Church Music School   526  375 

   Tear Fund     590  610 

   Build a House - Nepal   0  850 

   Kenneth Stott    1280  0 

           

        2396  1835 

           

           

           

7  A number of the charity trustees are also trustees of the Chalmers-Ardler Trust which is a 

  separately constituted charity - Charity Number SC017834.    


