
TUESDAY 30 APRIL 2019  

 

On which date the Session met and was constituted with prayer. 

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham, Mrs L Donnet, Ms F Ewen, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs N 

McDonald, Miss J Martin DCS, Mr W Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES  - Apologies were heard on behalf Miss S Chisholm, Mr E King and Mr J McRae. 

 

MINUTES – The minute of the Session meeting of 19 March was submitted and approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1.  Old Manse – Gordon Cunningham, Property Convenor, reported that an application had been made 

to Presbytery regarding the possibility of a reduction in our Ministries and Mission contribution to 

assist with financing the proposed works in the old manse.  It was noted that the architect was 

preparing further drawings and that, before major works can begin, a Building Warrant will have to 

be obtained.  The Moderator thanked Gordon for all his work in this regard. 

2. Love after Marriage Workshop – The Moderator reported that 12 couples had attended the 

workshop and that it had proved very valuable for them. 

3. Messy Church – The next Messy Church is on Saturday 11 May.  Decisions regarding future 

leadership have still to be made. 

4. Evening services / Epilogues – It was noted that the programme for evening services is in place 

until 1 September.  Following discussion with the evening service congregation, it had been decided 

that the epilogues in July and August will be at 6.30pm. 

5. Unitary constitution – This was taken as a separate item. 

6. New elders – Following on the discussion at the last meeting, elders brought forward names of 

individuals who might be approached regarding the eldership.  The Moderator will take this forward 

and report back in due course. 

7. Youth worker – The Moderator reported that a small group has been appointed to take forward the 

process of seeking and appointing a Youth Worker.  The group comprises Jonathan Humphrey, 

Christine Alexander, Roz Scott, Andrew Harrison, Lanie Barclay, Alan Glashan and Ruth Carr.  

Another individual has not yet indicated whether they would like to serve on the group. 

8. Holy Week services – It was noted that the joint services held with the other churches in the 

Downfield Group had gone well and had been well attended. 

9. Comfort International – The Moderator reported that a representative from Comfort International 

will take part in the morning service on Sunday 12 May. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1.  Loneliness and Isolation Survey – The Clerk reported that this survey from Presbytery had been 

completed, approved by the elders and submitted to Presbytery. 

2. Ministries and Mission – Notification of Ministries and Mission contribution for 2019 had been 

received.  The sum is £54,099. 

3. Request for use of premises – Rev Stephen Macdonald of Ferintosh Parish Church, Conon Bridge, 

had enquired whether Ben Wyvis Primary School could make use of our premises to allow children 

to change prior to taking part in a dance competition in the Caird Hall on Saturday 15 June.  This 

was agreed. 

 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING – It was agreed that the Harvest Thanksgiving service should take place on 

Sunday 29 September. 

 

PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE GROUPS – Fiona Ewen, Safeguarding Officer, reported that Stuart 

Small had completed the PVG process. 

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – As there had not been a Presbytery meeting since the last Session meeting, 

there was nothing to report. 

 



TASK GROUP REPORTS – The Outreach group report highlighted the Youth Club which is going very 

well.  Around 2/3 of the young people who attend are not connected to the church in any other way and some 

parents from the community are involved.  The Alpha course had gone well and, as there seems to be a 

demand for it, it is hoped to run another course in the autumn. The afternoon tea in March was a great 

success and was attended by over 125 people.  The new British Sign Language group has met once and went 

well.  It was agreed that, for a trial period, tea and coffee will be served in the hall of friendship prior to the 

morning service.  For practical reasons, the tables will not be left out as had been proposed. 

 

Following the discussion at the last meeting regarding the partnership with Kayole, Janie Martin reported 

that she had contacted Carol Findlay at the Church offices and that Carol would like to meet with the 

Moderator, Janie and possibly some others. 

 

Bill Robertson reported that the Ardler Fun Day is on 15 June.  It was agreed that we would take a table and 

have a presence there.  Various suggestions as to what we should do were discussed.  The Moderator and Bill 

will take this forward and recruit some volunteers to assist. 

 

STRAP LINE – The Moderator suggested that we start to use the strap line “Love Jesus – Love our 

Community”.  After some discussion this was agreed. 

 

UNITARY CONSTITUTION – The Moderator had circulated some Church of Scotland papers regarding 

this along with a paper indicating his thoughts.  The Church of Scotland is encouraging congregations to 

move from the Model Constitution to the Unitary Constitution. Following discussion it was agreed that this 

should be considered further, and possible structures under a Unitary Constitution should be discussed at the 

next meeting. 

 

 

The date of the next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday 22 October at 7.30pm, but there is likely to be 

a Session meeting after the Board on Tuesday 18 June. 

 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 
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