
TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER 2019 

 

On which date the Session met and was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss S Chisholm, Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham, Mrs L Donnet, Ms F Ewen, Mrs R 

Forbes, Mr J McRae, Miss J Martin DCS, Mr W Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES  - Apologies were heard on behalf Mr E King and Mrs N McDonald. 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the Session meetings of 30 April, 18 June, 17 September and 28 September 

were submitted and approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. Old manse – Gordon Cunningham reported that he had met with representatives from the General 

Trustees to discuss the application made to them for assistance in funding the proposed renovations 

to the old manse.  He had since received notification that a grant of £10,000 had been awarded on the 

understanding that all necessary funds are in place before work begins, and that all local authority 

requirements are met.  A further request for financial assistance will be considered at Presbytery in 

November.  The Moderator thanked Gordon for all his work in this regard. 

2. Messy Church – It was noted that Roz Scott and Elizabeth Foster are now heading up Messy 

Church, which is being well attended.  The Session thanked them for taking on this responsibility. 

3. Unitary Constitution – Further to the proposal that we move to a Unitary Constitution, it was 

agreed that this be discussed at the Board meeting in November.  If it is agreed in principle, the 

Session will meet after the Board to discuss the new constitution. 

4. Harvest Thanksgiving – It was noted that £630 was raised for Tearfund at the harvest service and 

that 4 individuals had committed to give regularly. 

5. Logo – The Moderator reported that there had been no progress regarding a logo for the church. 

6. Girls’ Brigade – The Clerk reported that a draft minute regarding the closing of the 1st Dundee 

Company had been sent to GB headquarters.  It was agreed that a special service marking the work 

of the company over so many years should be held on Sunday 8 December and that this should be 

advertised so that past officers and members might attend the service. 

7. Hope Counselling Dundee – The Moderator having discovered that the Go for It grants from the 

Church of Scotland would cease on 15 November, it was clear that this would not be a source of 

funding for a youth worker. It was agreed that we were now in a position to support Hope 

Counselling in their application for a grant and the Moderator was asked to inform them of this. 

8. New elders – The list of names of those who should be asked if they would like to be considered for 

eldership was confirmed and the Moderator undertook to approach them as soon as possible. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. General Assembly remits – The 3 items passed down from The General Assembly are: To have 

well-equipped spaces in the right places; From Safeguarding Committee, some instructions 

regarding submission of forms; To engage with “the characteristics of discipleship.  Gordon 

Cunningham has responded regarding the first item, the second has been remitted to Fiona Ewen, 

Safeguarding Officer, and the third is covered by the Discipleship task group. 

2. Commissioner to General Assembly – It was agreed that, if no-one else expressed an interest in 

attending by Sunday 3 November, Catherine Coull would attend. 

3. Shaping ministry with children and young people – This letter gave information about resources 

for young people.  It was passed to Christine Alexander. 

 

PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE GROUPS – Fiona Ewen reported that Phillip Harrison had joined the 

healing group and would be put through the PVG process 

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – Catherine Coull reported that the Business Committee of Presbytery has 

started a project to identify people with various skills who might help congregations who do not have these 

skills available among the members. 

 



TASK GROUP REPORTS – The Outreach group reported that they are currently running an Alpha 

course which is going well and that Messy Church continues.  The tea/coffee prior to Sunday services is 

proving popular and it was decided that this would continue and that Louise Donnet would draw up a rota.  

Janie Martin undertook to check that the cleaners are happy with the current arrangements. The Discipleship 

group plans to run The Bible course on Wednesday evenings and Tuesday afternoons starting in late 

January.  They also plan to encourage people to get involved in the Bible 2020 initiative, which is a global 

event.  The Lent prayer diary will be available again in 2020 and some of the young people have been asked 

to research apps that encourage regular Bible reading.  The Fellowship group organised a lunch after the 

harvest thanksgiving service and are running a Tearfund quiz on 16 November.  They are also to consider 

how best to encourage those who have not attended church for some time and who, at their own request, do 

not get a regular visit.  The World Mission group will arrange to meet with Carol Findlay from Edinburgh 

and those in the congregation who have visited Kayole, regarding the partnership with the Kayole church, 

and will report back at the next meeting. Regarding the Community group, Bill Robertson presented 

proposals regarding the Spar voucher scheme in the light of the imminent retirement of Richard Toller who 

has been administering the vouchers from St Mary’s Community Church.  The Moderator will continue to 

issue vouchers, and information regarding places where people can get help will be available in the church so 

that if anyone comes looking for assistance when a group is meeting in the building, there will be 

information available.  The Clerk was asked to express thanks to Richard and to send a card and gift token to 

mark his retirement. 

 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY PROJECT – It was noted that the charitable trust that ran the Children and 

Family Project and the Welcome Project had now been formally wound up. 

 

SECONDARY SQUAD LEADERSHIP – The Moderator intimated that John Ralfe has stood down from 

leadership of the Secondary Squad and that, while Kate Humphrey is leading meantime, a new leader needs 

to be sought.  The Clerk will write a letter of thanks to John. 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES – It was agreed that there will be a service at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 December 

and at 10.30am on Wednesday 25 December.  There will be no 11.30pm service on 24 December.  

 

YOUTH WORKER – A report by the group looking into the employment of a youth worker had been 

circulated along with a job description and information regarding the two possible courses that could be 

followed, namely employing someone through Young Lives or employing someone directly ourselves.  

Following discussion, it was agreed that, if possible, employing through Young Lives would be preferable. It 

was also agreed that Janie Martin, in collaboration with others, would begin to seek funding for the post. The 

small group was asked to take this forward and will report back at the next meeting. The Session expressed 

their thanks to those on the group.  

 

LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW – A draft 5 year plan and report had been circulated.  It was agreed that these 

documents, with some minor alterations, should be sent to Rev A. McDonald, Convenor of the visiting 

committee, prior to the Moderator and Clerk meeting with her on 11 November.  

 

BAPTISM – Phillip Harrison, who has recently become a Christian, wishes to be baptised by full 

immersion.  Following discussion, it was agreed that this should be carried out on Sunday 24 November in 

the large hall using a portable baptistery borrowed from City Church.  This is on the understanding that this 

baptistery will allow full immersion and that the practicalities can be accommodated.  There had also been a 

request from an individual to renew their vows using water but, following discussion, this was not approved. 

 

The date of the next scheduled meeting is 21 January, but it is likely that the Session will meet to 

discuss the constitution following the Board meeting on 19 November. 

 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 

 

Moderator 

 

 

Clerk 


