
  

CHALMERS-ARDLER CHURCH 

 

Minute of meeting of the Congregational Board of Chalmers-Ardler Church held on 18 February 2020. 

The meeting was duly constituted with prayer.  

 

SEDERUNT: Rev Dr J Humphrey in the chair, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander,  Miss C Coull, Mr 

G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham, Mrs L Donnet, Ms F Ewen, Mrs N McDonald, Mr J McRae, Miss J 

Martin, Mr W Robertson, Mr G Donnet, Mr J Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe and Mrs H Young. 

 

APOLOGIES for absence were intimated from Mrs A Bellingham, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs M Small 

and Mrs A Lawrence. 

 

 

MINUTES - The minutes of meeting of 19 November 2019 were submitted and approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING  

 

1. Church signage – Jonathan suggested that there should be a welcome notice and some 

information regarding church activities in the foyer. It was noted that Kate had offered to take 

this forward and agreed that she bring proposals to a future meeting of the Session. 

2. Spar vouchers – Bill and Gail had prepared an information sheet to assist people looking for help, 

and this would now be sent to the leaders of the groups which met during the week, and a copy 

placed on the notice board. It was agreed that Gail would also prepare a leaflet with appropriate 

addresses and phone numbers, which could be handed to anyone enquiring about assistance. 

3. The possibility of inviting a Stewardship Adviser to come was continued to a future meeting. 

4. It was noted that the school Parent Council had not, in fact, used the premises during the week 9 

– 13 December. 

5. It was noted that, following the decision by the congregation to adopt the Unitary Constitution, 

Presbytery had concurred, and the consent of the Delegation of Assembly was now being sought. 

 

FINANCE  

 

1. The financial accounts for November and December 2019, and January 2020 were considered 

and approved. The up to date position regarding funding for the Living Rooms and the amount 

donated by the congregation was noted, and it was noted in particular that the sum of £6,000 had 

been awarded to the project by the Dundee Community Partnership Fund. 

2. It was noted that the real living wage had increased to £9.30 per hour, and agreed that the wages 

of the cleaners be increased accordingly, with effect from March. The duties of the cleaners were 

noted and it was agreed that a date be set for a spring clean of the church premises. 

3. It was agreed to pay travelling expenses to visiting speakers – Lesley Penny and Rev Kenny 

Borthwick. 

 

2019 ACCOUNTS and 2020 BUDGET 

 

1. The Receipts and Payments Accounts and Annual Report for the year ended 31 December 2019, 

in the form approved by OSCR, were submitted and considered. It was agreed that the Report and 

Accounts be approved and the Session Clerk was authorised to sign them on behalf of the 

Trustees. It was noted that the Accounts would now be submitted to the independent examiner. It 

was noted that a new independent examiner would be needed next year, and John advised he 

would discuss the possibilities with the treasurer of another church. 

2. The budget for 2020 was submitted and approved. The position regarding the financing of a 

youth worker was discussed and noted. 

 



Jonathan thanked John and Gail for all their hard work in the preparation of the Report and Accounts. 

 

STATED ANNUAL MEETING   

 

It was agreed that this would take place after the morning service on Sunday 22 March. 

 

PROPERTY REPORT 

 

Gordon had submitted a report and it was noted that – 

• the new stage curtains had been fitted in the large hall 

• work on the Living Rooms was progressing 

• an electrician had been instructed regarding the expel air fan in the disabled toilet, although the 

work had not yet been done 

• the floodlight on the tower had still to be purchased and fitted 

• the church boiler servicing work had been undertaken 

• the manse boiler had been serviced and the landlord’s safety check undertaken 

• the church fire extinguishers had been inspected on 21 November 

 

The indicative property budget for 2020 was approved. 

 

USE OF CHURCH PREMISES 

 

It was agreed – 

• to homologate the decision to grant use of the large hall to the Downfield Mains Boys Brigade on 

the evening of 31 January 

• to approve a request by Becca to serve refreshments in the large hall after the service on 23 

February. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS – Jonathan suggested that some sofas could be put at the back of the sanctuary to 

provide a “chill-out” space during the Youth Club. It was generally felt that this was not an appropriate 

area to be used in this way and that no action be taken regarding sofas. 

 

CESSATION OF CONGREGATIONAL BOARD - Given the position regarding the unitary constitution, 

it was agreed that this was the final meeting of the Congregational Board, and Catherine and the retiring 

Board members were thanked for their service. 

 

The meeting concluded with the Benediction. 

 


