
TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 2020 

 

On which date the Session met and was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham, Mrs L Donnet, Ms F Ewen, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs N 

McDonald, Mr J McRae, Miss J Martin DCS, Mr W Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES  - Apologies were heard on behalf Mr E King and Miss S Chisholm. 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the Session meetings of 22 October and 19 November 2019 were submitted 

and approved.  The minute of the Congregational Meeting regarding the proposal to move to a Unitary 

Constitution was also submitted and approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. Old manse – Gordon Cunningham reported that a grant of £6,000 towards the alterations had been 

awarded by Dundee Community Partnership and that the contractors would commence work on the 

on 22 January. 

2. Messy Church – The Moderator reported that those involved in Messy Church had met on 7 

January and that it will continue until at least June with meetings in February, March and May.  

Messy church is going well and is well attended. 

3. New elders – The Moderator reported that he and the Session Clerk had met twice with prospective 

new elders and that John Ralfe, Linda Ralfe, Gavin Donnet, Gillian Macdonald and Beth Macleod 

are willing to serve. The Session agreed to these appointments and also to the appointment of Kate 

Humphrey who is already ordained.  A service of ordination will be held as soon as a suitable date is 

identified. 

4. Logo – Rosie Messeder of Creative Solutions presented her designs for a possible logo for the 

church.  These had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Rosie explained the thinking behind the 

designs and, following discussion and some suggestions from elders, it was agreed that, with some 

minor changes, the designs should be adopted as the logo. 

5. Commissioner to General Assembly 2020 – It was noted that Sheona Chisholm will attend the 

Assembly. 

6. Youth Worker – The Moderator reported that he had met with Clay Rowe, the Director of Young 

Lives in Fife, and Clay will attend the Youth Club in March to see the kind of work that is currently 

being done.  He is aware of three possible candidates for the post.  The need to raise more funds was 

discussed and it was agreed that the Moderator, Janie Martin and Christine Alexander should meet 

with Jackie Close to take forward applications for funds.  The Moderator will set up this meeting as 

soon as possible.  It was also agreed that the possibility of employing someone for 1 year in the first 

instance should be explored as funds are available for this period.  It was noted that the Youth Club 

is struggling because of lack of leaders and the Moderator agreed to approach some people to ask 

them to help out at least until a youth worker is appointed. 

7. Secondary Squad leadership – There has been no progress towards identifying another 

leader. 

8. Baptism – Philip Harrison’s baptism took place as planned. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  -  A card had been received from Rev Richard Toller thanking us for the 

gift and card sent to mark his retirement as Pastor of St Mary’s Community Church. 

 

PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE GROUPS – There was nothing to report. 

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – Catherine Coull reported that there is a proposal that Dundee 

Presbytery should amalgamate with the Presbyteries of Dunkeld and Meigle, Perth and Angus. She 

also reported that a course for prospective worship leaders had been arranged. 

 

TASK GROUP REPORTS – Work is ongoing and there was nothing particular to report. 



 

LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW – There has been no progress due to the illness of the Convenor of 

the visiting committee. 

 

VISIT BY MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY – The Right Reverend Colin 

Sinclair is to be visiting Dundee on Sunday 26 April and Presbytery had been in touch with the 

minister to see if the Moderator might visit Chalmers Ardler in the evening.  The Youth Club is 

scheduled to meet that evening but it was agreed that it should be cancelled.  Following discussion 

it was agreed that a service should be held at which the Rev Sinclair would be invited to speak and 

to which other churches would be invited.  Refreshments will be served and leaders of outreach 

groups within the church will be available to meet the Moderator.  He will also be invited to visit 

the Living Rooms to see the work being done and hear about the plans for its use. 

 

GROWING YOUNG INITIATIVE – This Church of Scotland initiative aims to encourage 

people under the age of 30 to become more involved in church life.  Following discussion it was 

agreed that, while this is a worthwhile initiative, we are not currently in a position to take this 

forward. 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER – The need for independent examiners to be “independent” had 

been raised at a recent meeting, attended by the Treasurer, regarding church finances.  It was agreed 

that Alison Cunningham should examine the 2019 accounts as they are due to be with Presbytery in 

March, and that a new examiner should be identified to carry out the task from 2020 onwards. 

 

EVENING SERVICES – The Moderator informed the Session of his plans for the evening 

services until June and these were approved. 

 

RETIRAL OF EDDIE KING – Due to ill health, Eddie King is no longer able to attend church or 

Session meetings.  The Clerk had spoken to Mrs King who agreed that it was appropriate that Eddie 

should formally retire from the Session.  The Session agreed and the Clerk will write a letter of 

thanks and good wishes to Eddie on behalf of the Session and congregation. 

 

VOUCHER SCHEME – Following discussions at the Board meeting in November when concern 

was expressed at the number of vouchers being issued, work is in progress to produce guidelines as 

to how to deal with individuals coming to the church looking for vouchers to purchase food or 

electricity/gas or other kinds of help.  

 

UNITARY CONSTITUTION – It was noted that at the Congregational Meeting on 19 January, 

the congregation had resolved that we move to the Unitary Constitution.  The Clerk will send the 

minute of that meeting to Presbytery asking for their approval.  A paper outlining a proposal as to 

how the work currently covered by the Session, the Board and task groups might be organised 

under the new constitution had been circulated and will be discussed further at the next meeting. 

 

The date of the next meeting is 17 March 2020 

 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 

 

 

Moderator 

 

 

Clerk 

 


