
 

 
 
 
1 April 2020 
 
 

TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This week we include a copy of our April Prayer Diary and a letter received from Margaret Roud 
(Janie Martin’s sister). It’s also good to be able to share some good news. 

 
 

 
A number of folks in the congregation receive this daily devotional material. If you 
would like to continue to have this, arrangements can be made to have it delivered 
electronically or by post to your door. To arrange this, please contact UCB direct on Tel: 

01782 911 000 or click the link here  https://www.ucb.co.uk/word-for-today 
 

 
 
 
To connect with our social media provision, you can click on the links below. Once our Facebook page has 
been located, to ensure that you continue to receive updates automatically, you just need to ‘like’ our page. 

  

                                                      
 
This past week we have added to our Facebook page items including the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This week, as well as issuing this news sheet electronically, we are posting it out to those who have no 

access to email communication. If you have received this by post and now have email access, please 

let us have your email address as issuing this electronically is much easier and saves on cost. Forward 

your email address to: 

info@chalmersardlerchurch.org 

For those receiving this by post, there is also included a copy of last weeks news-sheet. 

 

 

 

Jonathan & Kate singing some ‘Little 

Chalmers’ songs 

 

 

https://www.ucb.co.uk/word-for-today
https://www.facebook.com/ChalmersArdlerParishChurchofScotland
http://chalmersardlerchurch.org/WordPress
about:blank


 
 
Offerings 
 

Thanks to all who are continuing to give via their existing standing order arrangement. This is helping us to 
continue to meet those on-going items of expenditure which continue to be incurred. Those of you who are 
setting aside offerings via the Freewill Offering envelopes or in some other way whilst at home, may be 
happy to continue with this. As an alternative, you may prefer to give by cheque which can be posted out to 
our treasurer, John Ralfe, 77 Princes Street, Monifieth, Angus, DD5 4AR. 

 
 

Sunday 5 April 2020 – Palm Sunday 
 

All of those who tried, appear to have been able to connect with last 
weeks digital reflections. The same process is being followed this week. 
Jonathans reflection and the praise shared will revolve around the 
triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.   

You can connect with the service this Sunday by following the link on our website, our Facebook page or 
below.  The service should be ready by Friday morning for you to tune into if you are not able to do it on 
Sunday. You should note that going forward, this same link will enable you to connect with all services 

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc 

 

 
 
Bible reading for Sunday 5 April 2020 
 
 
 

Mathew 21: 1 – 11    New International Version (NIV) 

 

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to 
them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks 
on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
“Hosanna[b] to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[c] 
“Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 
 

Easter week 
 
For Easter week, Jonathan is planning  a short digital communion service on Good Friday (10th April) 
accessible through our Website, Facebook or using the link above from 6.30pm. The hope is that as many of 
us as possible will join together for communion at 6.30pm. Although not everyone will be able to do this, we 
think it is still good to come into the Lord’s presence and  remember His sacrifice for us, even if that means 
joining at a different time, or taking your own bread and wine at 6.30 on the 10th without the video link and 
spending time in prayer and thankgiving.  
 
On Easter Sunday we will take time to celebrate the fact that Jesus is ALIVE! And with us at all times through 
his Spirit.  Our digital service will be based on Luke 24: 9-12. 

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc
about:blank#fen-NIV-23836b
about:blank#fen-NIV-23836c
about:blank#fen-NIV-23836d


 
 
 

Last week we asked that any thoughts, news, comments or ideas be shared. 
This week there is some good news to share. 
 
Congratulations to Gillian and Andy following the birth of their son, Archie 
Stewart MacDonald on Saturday 28 March 2020. A healthy 8lb 12oz bundle of 
joy. All are now at home and are doing well, although it’s guessed that sleep 

time for mum and dad will be at a premium. Whilst we can share a couple of photos, we look forward to 
the time when we can all meet up with Archie at church. 
 

                                      
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Catherine Coull shared the following. 
 
   “ I attach a prayer that was written by Pete Greig of 24/7 prayer. It was in the Lectio365 that I am using a 
few weeks ago and I shared it with a few folk and I know that some are praying it every day, as am I.  
I wondered if it would be helpful to share with the whole congregation via the newsletter, if there is space? 
It's quite hard to find the words yourself sometimes, in all this stuff, and this really helps me to pray sensibly 
about it. I leave it with you to think about.” 
 
 
    Coronavirus prayer 
 
    Lord Jesus Christ, I ask You to protect us from the spread of the coronavirus. You are powerful and merciful; let 
this be my prayer: 
 
    Have mercy on me, my God, have mercy on me, for in you I take refuge. I will take refuge in the shadow of your 
wings until the disaster has passed. 
    Psalm 57:1 
 
    Jehovah Shalom, Lord of Peace, I remember those living in coronavirus hotspots and those currently in 
isolation. May they know Your presence in their isolation, Your peace in their turmoil and Your patience in their 
waiting. Prince of Peace, You are powerful and merciful; let this be their prayer: 
 
    … may your mercy come quickly to meet us, for we are in desperate need. Help us, God our Saviour, for the glory 
of your name. 
    Psalm 79:8–9 

Telephone befriending 

Wherever possible, please try to keep in telephone contact with those members of our church family, 

especially those who perhaps do not have access to the internet or social media. 



 
 
 
    God of all comfort and counsel, I pray for those who are grieving, reeling from the sudden loss of loved ones. 
May they find Your fellowship in their suffering, Your comfort in their loss, and Your hope in their despair. I name 
before You those known to me who are vulnerable and scared – the frail, the sick and the elderly. God of all 
comfort, You are powerful and merciful; may this be my prayer: 
 
    He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he 
will continue 
    to deliver us. 
    2 Corinthians 1:10 
 
    Jehovah Rapha, God who heals, I pray for all medical professionals who are daily dealing with the intense 
pressures of this crisis. Grant them resilience in weariness, discernment in diagnosis, and compassion upon 
compassion as they care. I thank You for the army of researchers, working steadily and quietly towards a cure – 
give them clarity, serendipity and unexpected breakthroughs today. Would You rise above this present darkness 
as the sun of righteousness with healing in Your wings? (Mal. 4:2) May this be my prayer: 
 
    Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing 
is too hard for you. 
    Jeremiah 32:17 
 
    God of all wisdom, I pray for the World Health Organisation, national governments, and heads of schools, 
hospitals and other institutions. Since You have positioned these people in public service for this hour, I ask You to 
grant them wisdom, beyond their own wisdom, as to how to contain this virus; faith, beyond their own faith, to 
fight this fear; and strength, beyond their own strength, to support institutions and people in their care in this 
time of turmoil. God of all wisdom and counsel, You are powerful and merciful; may this be my prayer: 
 
    God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear 
    Psalm 46:1–2l 
 
    I pray the blessing of Psalm 91: ‘Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield 
and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in 
the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right 
hand, but it will not come near you’(Psa. 91:3–7). 
 
    Answer me when I call to you, my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; have mercy on me and hear 
my prayer. 
    Psalm 4:1 
 
    May El Shaddai, the Lord God Almighty who loves us, protect us. May Jesus Christ, His Son who died for us, save 
us. And may the Holy Spirit, who broods over the chaos and fills us with His presence, intercede for us and in us 
for others at this time. 
 
    The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
    2 Timothy 4:18 
     

 

 
 

 
 
If you have something which you would like to share with the church family, you can 
email us at info@chalmersardlerchurch.org, post a comment onto our Facebook page 
or call Gordon Cunningham on 07840 662305. 

 

 

 

 

info@chalmersardlerchurch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter to all from Margaret Roud (Janie Martin’s sister). Received – 30 March 2020 
 
Dear Gail. 

Since returning to Glasgow I have been in Lockdown. However, just like everyone else, I have been in touch 

with virtual church! This has allowed me to deal with many things related to Janie’s estate. I have also gone 

through a lot of things which I brought down the road, and it has taken me all of last week to sort out. This 

has been a good distraction for me, given that all church activities have moved on line, and I cannot meet up 

with church friends, as like me they are all staying indoors, away from others. I have been going out for long 

walks, where I know there will be few people. I hope you are all keeping safe and well too. 

I really wanted to take the opportunity to thank everyone from Chalmers Ardler for their kindness to me in 

the last few weeks since Janie’s death. The thanksgiving service, led well by Jonathan, was wonderful and I 

think Janie would have loved it. The tributes from Kenny and Ann were very moving and a good reflection of 

her character and amazing life. I hope Janie would approve of the music choice and was delighted to hear 

that she had declared, ‘Be though my vision’ as her favourite. I thank the praise group and musicians too for 

their efforts. I am so happy that we were able to celebrate her 40 years’ service and her amazing life before 

the social restrictions began. 

The tea given afterwards in the hall was amazing too and I would like to thank Gordon and his team and all 

those who supplied the food and served it so well and those who set the hall up and cleared it away. Please 

be assured that we were absolutely grateful for it and overwhelmed with gratitude.  Also the practical help I 

received from Chalmers Ardler members was fantastic too. I could not have managed without them. 

Particularly Stuart and Roz, who gave up their valuable time to help me, clear Janie’s house. Again God’s 

timing was perfect, as we had the last pick up from The British Heart Foundation before they closed. In fact 

all the charity shops had closed and I am so happy that we were able to give to so many different ones, 

which Janie supported, before that. 

Lastly, I would just like you to know that we raised £710 in the collection at the church and crematorium. 

The generosity of everyone was fantastic and again I was moved by the fact that many members of family, 

friends and colleagues had travelled large distances to attend the service and committal. 

I know that we are not able to meet up physically at the moment but like me you are probably 

communicating on line or by social guidelines. I would be grateful if you could pass this on to your session 

and congregation on my behalf. 

Margaret 

 


