
TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2020 

 

On which date the Session met and was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss S Chisholm, Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham, Mr G Donnet, Mrs L Donnet, Ms 

F Ewen, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs K Humphrey, Mrs G MacDonald, Mrs N McDonald, Mrs B McLeod, Mr J 

McRae, Mr J Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe, Mr W Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE – Rev J Wilson, Presbytery Clerk 

 

APOLOGIES  - There were no apologies. 

 

WELCOME TO PRESBYTERY CLERK AND NEW ELDERS – The Moderator welcomed Rev James 

Wilson, Presbytery Clerk, to the meeting, and the new elders, Gavin Donnet, Kate Humphrey, Gillian 

MacDonald, Beth McLeod, John Ralfe and Linda Ralfe to their first Session meeting following their 

ordination/admission on 1 March 2020. 

 

TRIBUTE TO JANIE MARTIN DCS – This being the first meeting of the Session since the sudden death 

on 26 February of Janie Martin, the Moderator and the Clerk both paid tribute to the commitment of Janie to 

Chalmers Ardler Church and to the wider Church of Scotland, both during her time working as a deaconess 

and since her retirement.  Janie had been a member of Chalmers Ardler since her commissioning as a 

deaconess over 40 years ago.  She was a good friend to all, and had a great influence on many of the young 

people within the congregation, some of whom now serve in leadership roles.  She had a particular gift for 

working with and befriending older adults, and was a faithful visitor to the sick and housebound.  Janie 

devoted a great deal of time to the diaconate and to the wider church, serving as President for the Africa and 

Europe section of the diaconate, serving on many committees of the church and as Moderator of Dundee 

Presbytery. Janie will be sorely missed both in Chalmers and by her many friends in this country and abroad. 

 

MINUTES – Having, since the last meeting, moved to the Unitary Constitution, the minute of the last Board 

meeting on 18 February and the Session meetings of 21 January and 1 March 2020 which had been 

circulated, were submitted and approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING  

Session minutes 

1. Living Rooms – See property report below 

2. New elders – Gavin Donnet, Gillian MacDonald, Beth McLeod, John Ralfe and Linda Ralfe were 

ordained and Kate Humphrey was admitted at the morning service on 1 March 2020. 

3. Youth worker – The Moderator reported that two people from Young Lives were scheduled to 

attend the youth club on Sunday 22 March, but, because of the Covid-19 situation, this would not 

now happen. 

4. Unitary Constitution – It was noted that the Delegation of the General Assembly had now signed 

the Unitary Deed in respect of Chalmers Ardler.  This document is to be kept with the Property 

Register.  The Solicitor of the Church will notify OSCR of the change of constitution. 

5. Local Church Review – Rev Stewart McMillan is now leading the visiting group from Presbytery.  

This is on hold due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  A draft 5-year plan and factual information will be 

circulated before the next meeting. 

6. Visit by Right Rev Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the General Assembly – This was scheduled for 

26 April, but is now not likely to go ahead due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Board minute 

1. Signage – This will be discussed at a future meeting. 

2. Proposed visit of Stewardship Advisor – This will be discussed further in the autumn. 

 

COVID-19 CONTINGENCY PLANNING – As a result of the current pandemic, government instructions 

are that church services and all church meetings should be suspended for the foreseeable future.  Discussion 

took place regarding how we might keep in contact with the church family during this time.  It was agreed 



that a group comprising Jonathan Humphrey, Gordon Cunningham, John Ralfe and Gail Alexander should 

meet and take this forward. 

 

It was agreed that the cleaners, if they are willing, would continue to work while the building is effectively 

closed, due to the pandemic.  Gordon Cunningham will talk to them about a cleaning schedule. 

 

EASTER SERVICES – If services are permitted by Easter, it was agreed that there be a service on Good 

Friday. 

 

FINANCE – The Treasurer had circulated the accounts for February 2020 and these were approved.  He 

reported that the Annual Accounts for 2019 had been submitted to Presbytery. 

 

STATED ANNUAL MEETING – This was scheduled for Sunday 22 March 2020, but has been postponed 

meantime at least until the end of June. 

 

PROPERTY REPORT – Gordon Cunningham submitted a report and it was noted that: 

1. Work on the Living Rooms is progressing but there had been some delay in regard to plasterwork. 

2. The fan in the disabled toilet will be fixed when the electricians are next working in the Living 

Rooms 

3. The floodlight on the tower has been replaced 

4. The high level light illuminating the entrance drive has been repaired 

5. Several bulbs in the sanctuary and hall of friendship have been replaced 

6. Sections of roof guttering have been cleared 

7. As Janie Martin had previously taken responsibility for ordering cleaning materials, Gordon 

undertook to look into the process and report back to the next meeting 

 

SAFEGUARDING/PVG – Fiona Ewen reported that some instructions had been received from the Church 

offices in regard to the pandemic.  This was noted. 

 

NEW MEMBERS – It was agreed that Susan Reid and Jean Crowe be admitted as members by Resolution 

of the Kirk Session.  They will be introduced to the congregation when we are meeting again.  Meantime, the 

Clerk will write to them. 

 

MINISTRY CONCERNS – This item was taken in private 

 

The date of the next scheduled meeting is Tuesday 21 April 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

The meeting closed with the Benediction 

 

 

Moderator                                                                                                   

 

 

Clerk 


