
 

 
 
 
1 May 2020 
 
 

TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hi everyone. 
 
Our  online reflections for the next four Sundays will be on the topic of “Lessons in 
Lockdown”, taking us up to Pentecost Sunday which this year is 31st May.   There are many 
instances in the bible of periods of restriction, and many characters locked in to homes, 
rooms, caves, prisons etc. In the New Testament  Peter, Paul & Silas and others all spent 
some time in prison. But what is the most significant lockdown of all time?  I would say the 
time Jesus was in the tomb. The good news is that lockdowns don’t stop Jesus. The stone 
(or lock) couldn’t  prevent Jesus from being raised from the dead, and neither does our 
lockdown time restrict God coming to be with us by His Holy Spirit.    
 

This Sunday our reading will be from John 20: 19-29, and our starting point for reflection will be verse 19. “On the 
evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them.  The locked door didn’t  stop Jesus meeting with his disciples and 
bringing His peace. Over the subsequent Sundays we will be reading from Acts chapter 1 – another time of 
“lockdown” which was a prelude to another kind of meeting with Jesus.  More on that later……….. 
 

May God meet with us, bless us, mould us, and fill us during this time. 

Your friend and minister 

Jonathan 

We hope you and your family remain well.  

Last week and with regard to the present situation facing all of us, the Moderator of the Church of 

Scotland, Rev. Colin Sinclair said,”Allow Jesus to guide you on this journey that has no roadmap or 

blueprint to follow.” The Moderator added, “When we listen to his voice, he will lead us forward either 

to new places or to see where we are, with new eyes." As we perhaps begin to wilt and crave normality, 

these words provide a real encouragement.  

It remains the position that we cannot yet meet together as a church family nor is it possible to 

recommence groups and activity which would normally take place in our premises. In the not too 

distant future we may hear more from the Government regarding plans for relaxation of the present 

‘lockdown’ and receive some sort of guidance around when it might be expected that corporate worship 

might be possible. Whenever we have specific and relevant information to share, we will ensure that it 

is provided to you all.  

Meanwhile, we continue to worship each Sunday utilising the wonders of technology. Forthcoming 

services can all be accessed utilising the link below or by going directly to our Facebook page or website. 

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc 

 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc


 
 
An update from YoungLives Tayside 
 
The following is an extract from a recent YoungLives Facebook post. 
 
We hope this finds you well and that you enjoy hearing some good news during this challenging period. 
YoungLives is connecting daily with teenage mums and their families as we seek to support them during this 
time when we can’t meet physically together. We are excited to be holding online clubs and connection 
groups and regular contact times have been set up to check in with leaders too. We are aiming to share lots 
of resources with our YoungLives family to keep wee ones busy and Mummies sane!!! We hope you enjoy 
hearing some of our news and watching an amazing sharing evening we held locally just before the lockdown 
was put in place. We think there is nothing more wonderful than hearing testimonies so we hope you enjoy. 
We would love you to know that we are covering all of you in prayer at this time. 
 
To access the ‘good news’ stories in full, click on the image below. 
 

 
 
 

Packed Lunch Provision 

We have been very thankful for the (mostly!) lovely weather over 
the past couple of weeks which has helped us a lot with our new 
initiative in partnership with Dundee City Council to distribute free 
lunches to our community from the church gates. Every weekday 
we receive 60 packed lunches from the charity Dundee Bairns and 
give them out to those in need.  We have also started delivering 
some to households in the streets around the church.  Our opening 
times are Mon-Frid 12-2pm, but usually all the lunches are gone by 
around 1pm. This initiative will continue at least until 8th May.  

 

We are very grateful that we have enough volunteers willing to help.  Please pray for the safety of our 
volunteers and that the lunches will get to those that need them. 

 

Little Chalmers 

 
 Little Chalmers at home is posting a video every week to help all 
our children, parents and carers feel connected and part of the 
group.  This past week we were learning from Melanie all about 
God creating the world and people and how much he loves us. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Qxk7pq1Sg82N6mEFkWmYdKyx4MLOKsL/view?fbclid=IwAR3sUQ6xvHIr1foMXwnU3EdodPIV6ATMEtHe5iSYeK2Y8HCnvCHk12vDaWk


 
 
 
 

 

Our Young Folks 
 
Over the Easter period some of our young folks have been busy. Liam put together this little ‘easter’ 
themed garden whilst Jessica, Kristin, Hannah and Lauren put together an Easter Egg Hunt which enabled 
those following our Facebook page to seek to find the locations. Well done!  
                                      

                       
 

 
 
Hannah and Lauren have starred in a short video clip which highights 
their dancing skills. If you click HERE you will see the dance routine 
being performed by the girls and friends from the Christine Low 
Dance school. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Social Media 
To connect with our Chalmers Ardler’s social media provision, you can click on the links below. Once our 
Facebook page has been located, to ensure that you continue to receive updates automatically, you just need 
to ‘like’ our page. 

                                                              
                                                      
 
 
 

Telephone befriending 

Whereve possible, please try to keep in telephone contact with those members of our church family, 

especially those who perhaps do not have access to the internet or social media. 

https://www.facebook.com/christinelowdancer/videos/461800127913583/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/ChalmersArdlerParishChurchofScotland/
http://chalmersardlerchurch.org/WordPress/


 

 

From Ascension to Pentecost – from 21 to 31 May 2020 – people 
all across the world will be praying Thy Kingdom Come – a global 
wave of prayer for more people to come to know Jesus Christ. 

If you have a smart phone or tablet, you can download the Thy 
Kingdom Come App, which will be available in early May. It will 
have daily videos, bible readings, reflections and podcasts from 
Tom Wright to help us in our praying. But you don’t need to have a 

smart phone to pray! We are encouraged to pray each day for five people we know to become followers of 
Jesus – and this year, because of the current situation, we are also being encouraged to show the love and 
kindness of Jesus in any way we can, maybe by a phone call or text, sending a card or, if we can, showing our 
care by some practical act of kindness. 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, who began this movement in May 2016, say “It is our prayer that 
those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and His love for the world will hear it for 
themselves, and respond and follow Him. Specifically we again invite each and every Christian across the 
country to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of five friends who have not responded with their 
“yes” to God’s call. Whether you have joined in “Thy Kingdom Come” before or not, we invite you to take part 
this year – along with churches from over 65 different denominations in 178 countries around the world.” 

As many of us have already found from taking part in Bible 2020, it’s really encouraging to know that we are 
standing together in faith with people across the world. So let’s join this amazing worldwide move of prayer 
for these ten days, and pray for the light of Christ to penetrate the darkness across the globe. 

 

 

 

There is open invitation for anyone who is able to join this months prayer 
meeting by ‘Zoom’ on Wed 6th May from 7.30pm to 8.15pm. It may be a bit 
different from normal but we are encouraged in scripture to keep 
praying  “in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people” (Eph 6: 18).  Let’s come together and offer up all kinds of prayers to 
the Lord for ourselves, our communities, city, nation and the world! 
  
To join the meeting, click on the link below on your phone, tablet, PC or 

laptop.  If you do not already have the Zoom app on your device, please follow the prompts on screen to 
download. To join the meeting you may be asked to type in a password. If you have any problems, text or 
phone Jonathan on 07587 186424 
  
Topic: Prayer Meeting Zoom 
Time: May 6, 2020 07:30 PM London 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89430255479?pwd=c1k4c0wzZTJWOFhyd2E2REplSG53dz09 
  
Meeting ID: 894 3025 5479 
Password: 077178 
  

  
  
  
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89430255479?pwd=c1k4c0wzZTJWOFhyd2E2REplSG53dz09


 
 
Offerings 
 

Although we are not able to meet as a church family just now, we still have to meet our financial 
commitments.  It would be appreciated if you would, if at all possible, continue to set aside the offerings that 
you would normally give. This can be done by any of the following means: 
 
1.  Set aside your donations each week, and bring them along when we are able to meet.  If you usually give 
using the envelopes, please continue to do this and hand them all in when we get back. It is essential to use 
the envelopes if your offering is eligible for Gift Aid. 
 
2.  Make out a cheque to Chalmers Ardler Church and send it to John Ralfe at 77 Princes Street, Monifieth, 
Dundee DD5 4AR 
 
3.  Make arrangements to donate by standing order through the bank.  Details of the church bank account are 
available from John (Tel: 530563; john.ralfe@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

We are grateful to all who continue to support the church financially. Our treasurer, John Ralfe, has provided 
the following brief financial report.  

 

Treasurer's Report            

              

Income       
Income has been inevitably adversely affected by Covid 19, as we have had no Sunday services  
for the six weeks to the end of April. We have however, received two payments from HMRC 
for Gift Aid which has helped our cash flow. The amount received shows how important it is 
for us all to consider giving in this way if at all possible. If you do not already give in this wat, I 
would urge you to speak to Gail about completing the necessary Gift Aid form.  
  
Expenditure       
Unlike our income, virtually all of our expenditure is of a 'fixed' nature, so our monthly 
outgoings are not going to change significantly.  
       
Projections       
As we stand today nobody knows when we will get back to normal and it will be a new normal at that. 
As far as financial predictions are concerned I've put together some figures taking us up to the end of 
July and I have set these out below. The weekly collections is an estimate of what money people 
might be setting aside. The projection highlights a General Fund defecit at end of July as £2,876. 

  
 4 Months Estimates 7 Months  
 to April May June July to July  
Income        
Standing Orders 13,183 3,125 3,125 3,125 22,558  
Weekly collections 4,889 500 500 500 6,389  
Tax recovered 8,296 0 0 2,500 10,796  
Other 149 0 0 0 149  

 26,517 3,625 3,625 6,125 39,892  

       
Expenditure 23,160 6,536 6,536 6,536 42,768   

             

Surplus/Decifit 3,357 -2,911 -2,911 -411 -2,876   

              

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
GOD IS BY YOUR SIDE 
 
Norma McDonald has provided the words of this song, written by Isla 
Grant, a Scottish born country singer whose songs often carry sincere 
portrayals of a dynamic Christian faith. Isla, describes herself as having a 
great faith and in her writings highlights that she has been privileged to 
see God use her music in many differing ways. 
 
If you want to hear this song sung, you can click HERE (sorry not one of 
the best video clips) or connect with Spotify or Amazon Music. This song 
comes from her album, Faith Love & Hope. Here are the encouraging 
words. 
 
 

When the world around you crumbles 
And your life is filled with pain 
Take a look around you 
Hear the wind, feel the rain 
Touch a child that is newly born 
See a miracle without end 
Then I’m sure you’ll understand 
 
He’s always there no matter what you do 
Though hurt and disappointment he’ll be there to carry you 
So don’t run away 
There is no place to hide 
Remember down this weary path of life 
God is by your side 
 
When a small child falls and tumbles 
Her pain is hard to bear 
She runs into her mother;s arms 
She finds her comfort there 
So if you have a hurt inside you 
That you feel will never mend 
Just take a look around you 
Feel the love and know you’ve always got a friend 
 
So don’t run away 
There is no place to hide 
Remember down the weary path of life 
God is by your side 

 

 
 
As well as issuing this news sheet electronically, we are posting it out to those who have no access to email 
communication. If you have received this by post and now have email access, please let us have your email 
address as issuing this electronically is much easier and saves on cost. Forward your email address to: 

 
info@chalmersardlerchurch.org 

 
If you have something which you would like to share with the church family, you can email us at the above 

email address, post a comment onto our Facebook page or call Gordon Cunningham on 07840 662305 

 
                Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIsDo-FjdiE
mailto:info@chalmersardlerchurch.org

