
 

 

1 July 2020 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 

Church closed down on 21 March 2020 because of the global Covid – 19 pandemic. This has been a very difficult time 
for us all as we learn to adapt to a new way of life. The Scottish Government has produced a four-phased approach on 
how they plan to ease Covid – 19 restrictions in Scotland and alongside this, the Church of Scotland has provided 
guidance to help congregations think about how they may be able to reopen church buildings safely. If you would like 
to view the guidance issued, click here. 
 
The Kirk session at Chalmers Ardler have begun to consider what the future might look like and in this edition of our 
news sheet an overview of the current situation and decisions taken is given (see back page). 
 
In amongst the ‘news’ we publish two articles, the first provided by Stuart Small and the second from Gillian 
MacDonald. Each gives some personal reflections of life affected by ‘lockdown’ and we hope that you find these 
interesting. At this time when contact is limited, it’s good to be able to share some personal stories. If you have a 
story to tell, please share it with us.  
 
The Chalmers Ardler Prayer Diary for the month of July has previously been provided as a separate document to those 
receiving this news sheet by email. Those receiving a paper copy of this news sheet will find a copy of the Prayer Diary 
enclosed. Unfortunately, due to the need to give consideration to detail received from the Church of Scotland, it had 
not been possible to post out this news sheet earlier. 
 
At this time, the Kayole Prayer Diary has not yet been received. For those receiving this communication by post, if you 
use this Prayer Diary and would like to continue to receive a copy of this, please contact Gordon Cunningham by 
telephone (07840 662305) and we will arrange to let you have a copy. 
 
 

                                                                To connect with our Sunday services and Chalmers Ardler’s social media provision, you 
                                                                can click on the links below. In addition, Sunday services are now capable of engagement  
                                                                with via telephone (Dial in using 01382 768887. The call is charged at a local or your 
                                                                calling plan rate).  
 

 
Sunday services 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkzgEWFevCk&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc 

                                                 
 
If since the start of this Covid 19 situation you have moved to use electronic communication, if you have not already 
done so, please let us know and pass to us your email address – this will allow us to involve you when undertaking any 
on-line meeting/discussion. 

 

https://churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/covid-19-coronavirus-advice/advice-for-churches-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkzgEWFevCk&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc
https://www.facebook.com/ChalmersArdlerParishChurchofScotland/
http://chalmersardlerchurch.org/WordPress/


 

Tuesdays, 2 - 2.45 pm……all women welcome! 

 

A group is "meeting" for bible study/ chat on Tuesdays via Zoom, which is an app which can be 

put on a tablet or computer. The app is really easy to download and access, and it is good to 

see the faces of the friends we are missing and share our thoughts about a bible passage. If you 

don't have a computer, it is still possible to join in by phone. You can hear and be heard, and 

the advantage is that no one knows how desperate you are to get to the hairdresser! 

If anyone would like to join us, or would like more information, text or phone Catherine on 07751596773 or email 

catherinecoull@btinternet.com. 

 

 

Just a reminder that the Healing Ministry continues to be available for anyone who might 

want prayer for a specific situation. For those wishing to have a name added to our regular 

healing list and have these folks prayed for regularly, please contact Evelyn Strachan on 

01382 772933. If you have a situation where you feel that ‘urgent’ prayer is required, please 

contact Irene Strachan on 01382 812252. 

 

 

A personal reflection 
 
Like other groups within the church, the Music Group keep in touch with each other, 
mostly by WhatsApp. Stuart Small provides the first of our reflection stories. 
 
I’m quite enjoying some of the new pace of life, much less shopping and driving around, 
although missing seeing people regularly. Even missing my music students, although after 

a week back of them not practising I will get over that! Haha.  
 
I decided to use the extra time to try and learn more French on ‘duolingo’ and do extra composing........... then Sol woke up! 
Making times tables fun is like making tidying your room fun and I am apparently no Mary Poppins. Sol has fairly boundless 
energy. After a cycle to Invergowrie then home via Ninewells Drive he then wanted to play Swingball for hours. I just wanted a 
beer!  
 
I think I’m busier now than before lockdown. We have choir still on a Thursday which is good to see everyone and I’m looking at 
the possibility of a Zoom “Songs of Praise”? Gran (Joan Smith) asks for everyone from Chalmers when I take her shopping and 
we pass on anything that we’ve seen on Facebook. She can now FaceTime which is great as we chat with uncle Douglas (Joan’s 
son) and David and Mark (Joan’s grandchildren), but I imagine I’d have better luck teaching quadratic equations to Sol than I 
would Facebook with gran. Hope everyone is enjoying the good weather. 
 
 Stu 
 

 

 

This Christian service has been running throughout lockdown and 

provides a safe space to discuss any difficulties and challenges with 

qualified counsellors. Here are the contact details. If you need to get in 

touch confidentially or pass on to someone that you feel might benefit. 

mailto:catherinecoull@btinternet.com


Hi everyone, 

On-line services 

By the time you read this we will have had 16 weeks out of our building and about to complete 16 
on-line services – covering the best part of four months.  It has been a strange experience for me 
speaking to a green dot (my camera) and imagining all your faces and the faces of those we have 
been meeting in the community through the “church at the gate” project.  Quite a few folk we have 
met at the gate have said they have listened to the services.  Thank you all for your positive 
feedback on these online gatherings week to week.  I’m sure that like me you haven’t found it ideal, 
but I think it has been so important to have a way of reflecting on God’s word and worshipping 
together during this time. 

 

Over the past few weeks we have been making our way through the second chapter of the book of Acts which covers the events 
of the Day of Pentecost – from the coming of the Holy Spirit with the sound of rushing wind through to the end-point of Peter’s 
sermon in verses 38-39, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom 
the Lord our God will call.”   

On the 5th July we will be concluding our reflections on Acts chapter 2 looking at verses 42-47 (see below) which describes the 
remarkable new community that emerged from this outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Two words strike me from this passage: 
“devotion”, and “awe”.  These first believers were devoted to teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayer.  We have 
been able to do this in some ways over these lockdown months, and there will be a time coming we hope, when we can enjoy 
physical fellowship once again.  Devotion to these spiritual disciplines, along with the “filling” of awe and the performance of 
signs and wonders was commonplace for the early church, the outcome was that the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.  Lord let it be the same for us at Chalmers Ardler through both our online and our physical gatherings 
when they restart.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holidays 

Since the beginning of the year, Kate I have been planning to be away for two weeks this July, but it is only at the time of writing 
that the First Minister has lifted the 5-mile advisory limit on travel. Praise God! So, we will be away from the weekend of 5th July 
through to the 20th.   I pray also that all of you will be able to enjoy some holiday time over the next few months.   Rev Colin 
Brough and team at Fintry Church have kindly agreed to offer pastoral and funeral cover. If you need to contact Colin please e-
mail on cbrough@churchofscotland.org.uk. Tel: 01382 458 629.   

On 12th and 19th July I would encourage you to connect with the online services at Fintry which you can find via links on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/fintrychurch) or YouTube channel (search "Colin Fintry Church Brough" on YouTube). Services 
are pre-recorded and go out at 11am on a Sunday morning.  Their Facebook page will have the most up-to-date information, 
and will typically have a "here's what's happening on Sunday" post sometime on Friday afternoon. 

Alternatively, the Moderator Rt Rev Martin Fair has posted two services which you can access here.   

Worship Service 1 - https://www.dropbox.com/t/F3x7qKudymcnphEi 

Worship Service 2 - https://www.dropbox.com/t/eR0LqF1QKPg91oHr 

 

With every blessing for a hope-filled summer. 

Yours in Jesus 

Jonathan 

Acts 2: 42-47.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 

apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need.  46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God 

and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved. 

mailto:cbrough@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/tYIQCBNMmt78vEoHzVB2A?domain=dropbox.com
https://www.dropbox.com/t/eR0LqF1QKPg91oHr


Catherine Coull has shared this prayer which comes from a book entitled “Virus as a Summons to Faith” by Walter Bruegemann, a 
professor of Old Testament theology. 

The Giver of Bread and Fish (Matthew 7: 7-11) 
 
 
 
We do “thoughts and prayers” easily and glibly:  
we do “thoughts” without thinking, 
we do “prayers” without praying. 
 
We commit that glib act 
because it is what we know how to do with an anaemic god, or 
because we are embarrassed to do more, or 
because it is convenient and costs us nothing. 
 
Now, however, we are driven to unthinkable thoughts, about 
all that is ending, and 
all this we have lost, and 
all that leaves us with a sinking feeling. 
 
Now however, we are driven, some of us, to unutterable prayers. 
We are driven to such prayer 
by awareness that our usual reliabilities are gone. 
We are driven to you, the abiding God 
when other helpers fail and comforts flee. 
 
Thus we are bold to pray: 
We are bold to ask, because it will be given! 
So we pray for the end of the virus, 
for the health of the neighbourhood, 
for the recovery of the economy. 
 
We are bold to seek, because you will be found! 
We seek your mercy and your goodness and your generosity, 
so let yourself be found by us. 
 
We are bold to knock, because it will be opened. 
We know many doors slammed shut, 
doors of health and safety and comfort and fun. 
Open to us the door of life, and love, and peace and joy. 
 
Here we are in your presence: 
 
We ask for bread: 
the bread of life, the bread of abundance, the bread of neighbourly sharing. 
Do not give us a stone or a crumb. 
 
We ask for fish: 
the fish of a good diet, the fish of your abundant waters, the fish that signs the gospel. 
Do not give us a snake or the hiss of poison. 
 
We dare to pray, not because we are at our wits end, 
But because you are at the centre of our life. 
Our hope is in no other save in Thee alone! 
 
So hear, heal, save restore! 
Be the God you have promised to be. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Our cleaners – Mary and Alan Scott 
 

Mary and Alan have been our church cleaners for a period of 13 years. Unfortunately, one of the consequences of the Covid – 19 
situation is that we have had to make the difficult decision to make them redundant. Whilst ‘furloughing’ was considered, it has 
become evident that at the time when the church reopens the requirements around the cleaning and management of the 
premises will become significantly more stringent. This will necessitate the creation of a post which will be much different from 
the present job of the cleaners.   
 
Whilst we have had a personal conversation with both and written to them, it’s good to be able to publicly thank them and say 

that we really appreciate the many years of faithful service given by both. Mary is one of our members and we look forward to 

seeing her at church when we are allowed to meet again.  At that time, you might want to pass on your own personal words of 

thanks for the years of service given. 

 

Fantastic service! 

Just before lockdown, as a congregation we had taken the decision to change our 

governance and moved to operate under the Unitary Constitution. The consequence 

of this was that there was no longer a requirement to have a Congregational Board. 

No Congregational Board – no requirement for a Clerk to the Board! 

Catherine Coull has been our Clerk to the Board for 41 years………..we hear some 

thinking, she must have only been around 16 when she took up the post! The demise 

of the Board brings to an end this remarkable period of service. Some may not be aware of what being the Clerk entailed – 

Catherine recorded the minutes of meetings, distributed minutes, dealt with correspondence and when the situation demanded 

some legal consideration, kept us all on the right side of the law. However, Catherine’s contribution has been more than what 

some might describe as being the mundane of administration, she has a real love for the church and a compassion for people 

which has meant that over these years she has been able to make a huge positive 

contribution to all that we have achieved as a congregation here in Ardler and St 

Marys. 

In normal times, we would have wanted to say ‘thank you’ in front of the whole 

congregation, however that is not possible. This short written word of thanks may 

seem a bit inadequate, however we would want Catherine to know that her service 

through this post over so many years is amazing and we all very much appreciate 

such remarkable work. Of course, this is not the end, Catherine continues to be part 

of our Kirk Session and serves the local and wider church through Presbytery. 

As a ‘thank you’ we had some flowers delivered to Catherine whilst participating in 

the recent ‘Zoom’ Kirk session meeting. At this time Jonathan was able to offer 

some words of thanks on your behalf.   

 

 

Little Chalmers (LC) 

 

Each week of lockdown LC have aimed to post a short video keeping LC families 
supported and engaged. Melanie has taken on the lion’s share of these, with 
Jonathan and Kate filling in when needed.  Thank you Melanie!  

This past couple of weeks LC have been exploring the theme of picnics and posted a 
video wishing everyone a great summer break.  Hopefully, with the recent 
announcement about schools going back there will be greater optimism for families 
who have been very stretched having to home school and amuse wee ones. 

 

 
 
 



13 weeks of lockdown - My Story, by Gillian MacDonald 
 
Monday 16th March: 
I’m looking forward to my last week at school before maternity leave starts. I head into school feeling excited and ready to finish 
all the jobs that need doing.  Returned home….what?.... the government released a statement - pregnant women should now 
work from home.  The feeling of excitement disappears. What am I to do?  I haven’t managed to get everything organised and 
finished off at school - II need to go in the next day.  The day ends - feelings of uncertainty and sadness overwhelm me.  
 

Tuesday 17th March: 
I head into work in the morning and spend my last morning in school in an office away from all children and staff.  By 12noon all 
jobs are done. Time to go home. This is not how I was supposed to be leaving. I’m not ready.  Unable to say goodbye to the 
children, I gather my belongings and walk out of school, feeling sad and emotional.  This is not how maternity leave is supposed 
to start! 
 

Wednesday 18th March onwards: 
Time to get organised for the baby coming, time for rest and some “me” time.  Then, the worst thing happens - my long awaited 
manicure and pedicure appointment is cancelled!  My nails are not going to look nice for the birth - what am I supposed to do?!  
 

Friday 20th March: 
Andy was not due to be home from being offshore until Friday 27th March. The rigs shutdown. Andy arrives home a week early.  
  

Monday 23rd March: 
Lockdown begins! Don’t worry, baby MacDonald is not due until 6th April. By that time lockdown will be nearly over. We spend 
this time tidying the garden, tidying the house, going for walks around our local area and enjoy relaxing in our home.  
 

Thursday 26th March…….News headlines:  
 
This was extremely upsetting. Firstly, lockdown and now this. This is not the experience 
we were planning. Feelings of loneliness and upset kick in. Andy isn’t going to be able to 
spend time with our new baby in the hospital. Maybe I’ll be late - the 3 week lockdown 
will be over by the time baby MacDonald arrives and we would at least be allowed visitors 
(I never believed that lockdown would continue for another 3 months!) 
 

Saturday 28th March: 
Today our lives change forever.  It’s morning and I know baby MacDonald is on the way. I’m excited, but stay calm. 9:45am –
arrive at Ninewells hospital. Andy is not allowed to come with me. The hospital is empty.  Nobody is around. I walk (well, maybe 
waddle) along the longest corridor in the whole hospital, down 3 flights of stairs and into the labour suite. Pass no-one on my 
way. The midwife tells me, “not time yet, go home and relax.”  Back up 3 flights of stairs, back along the longest corridor.  A 
feeling of loneliness sets in. I’m in labour and I’m walking here by myself. This is not how it should be! Back to the car. Back 
home...not for long though! Back to the hospital, back along the longest corridor and back down the stairs. This time, Andy is 
with me. I couldn’t manage on my own! 
 

1:54pm - Archie Stewart MacDonald enters the world. All the emotions experienced earlier disappear. Love comes flooding in 
and takes over! So soon after the birth, Andy needs to leave!  
 

Sunday 29th March: 
Time to go home and begin our life as a family of 3! All of this within the first week of lockdown! 
 

12 weeks on... 
It has been the most amazing, emotional and difficult 12 weeks all at 
once.  Lockdown has allowed us the space and time to become a family of 3. We 
have got to know our beautiful baby boy so well. We have been able to create our 
own little family bubble and enjoy this precious time together. Archie is developing 
his own little personality and is becoming a fun-loving little boy. This has been the 
most amazing part. 
 

The most difficult part - grandparents unable to get a cuddle, friends and family 
unable to visit, health professionals unable to do their routine visits and reassure us 
that we were getting it right.  Nobody could have imagined the situation we are 
currently in. This is not how we had imagined it.  
 

There are so many other feelings, emotions and experiences that I would love to 
share. However, I think I would need to write a book to fit them all in!  Andy and I 
are extremely grateful for the support we have received these past 12 weeks. 
Although friends and family have not been able to visit, the support and encouragement we have received through cards, text 
messages, virtual meetings and phone calls has been greatly appreciated. We are not sure if we would have got here without it.  
 

Thanks to all at Chalmers Ardler for your prayers and blessings.  We can’t wait until we can meet together again. 



 

“Church-at-the-Gate”  

…. is continuing to be blessed by God and by the end of our 11th week (2nd July) we will  have given out over 3,800 lunches to 

needy families.*  

We also continue to receive donations of nappies, and other non-perishable 
items and thanks to our friend Sam Wills at Kirkton Asda we were able to pick 
up a large donation of toiletries.  Becca and Lanie have been doing great 
work assembling these into take-away bags which will be made available to 
folk over the summer holidays.  

 

 Melanie, Sheona and Becca have also 
been speaking to Jackie Close at Faith in 
the Community Scotland, and on the 
back of these conversations Melanie and 
Sheona applied for a grant to fund the 
creation of “boredom packs” for local children through the holidays.  We are pleased to 
announce that we have received £500 from the “rapid resource fund”.  Well done to 
Melanie, Sheona and Becca for pursuing this! 

 

We continue to be encouraged by the conversations we are having with folk and the openness to spiritual conversations and 
prayer.  Our Try Praying Banner on the church gate is attracting attention and there is an enthusiasm for the Try Praying 
booklets.  The on-line Alpha is going well, with five guests. Jonathan is still working on three others, but they currently have 
internet issues.   

Please continue to pray that those who have questions will grow in 
their faith through this Alpha and the conversations on the street. 
Please pray also for all the technical planning involved in Alpha and for 
Jonathan and the small volunteer team who run and support it.  

The provision of lunches will end on Friday Aug 7th as the schools will be 
going back full-time on the 11th.  This means that families will begin to 
receive free school dinners once again on school premises. “Church at 
the gate” has given us a lot to learn and reflect upon, and this might 
lead us to adapt our 5 year Plan once we are able to re-engage with the 
visiting team from Presbytery.  

 

Well done and a big thank you to everyone who has been involved in 

Church-at-the-gate  

 

*Chalmers Ardler Church is assisting with the distribution of the packed lunches which are being provided by Dundee Bairns in 

partnership with Dundee City Council – Strathmartine Community Empowerment Team.  

 
 

 

One of the disadvantages of not meeting for fellowship is that we are missing being able to 

offer congratulations to those who reach a particular milestone in their lives. Most often, 

it’s a celebration of birthdays but at times it can be an acknowledgement of special events, 

achievements or anniversaries. To those who have celebrated such an event over these 

past weeks, we would want to say, ‘congratulations.’ A very special word of congratulations 

has to go to our friends Ian and Phyllis Lilley who recently celebrated their Diamond 

wedding anniversary and to Frances Berry and her husband who will shortly celebrate their 

Golden Wedding anniversary. 

 



Finances 

Thanks to all who are continuing to support church via their weekly offerings. Not unexpectantly, we continue to forecast a 
deficit. For your information, an overview of our financial position is detailed below. 

 
Summary General Fund Account - June 2020   

      

 

6 months to 
June July August September 

9 months to 
September 

      
Income       
Standing Orders 19,993 3,300 3,300 3,300 29,893 

Weekly collections 6,110 600 600 600 7,910 

Tax recovered 8,296 0 2,500 0 10,796 

Other 262 0 0 0 262 

 34,661 3,900 6,400 3,900 48,861 

Expenditure 38,929 6,000 6,000 6,000 56,929 

Surplus/Deficit -4,268 -2,100 400 -2,100 -8,068 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When will the church re-open for services and other activities? 
 

The Session met online on 30 June to discuss this question which many have been asking. Officials from the 
Church of Scotland have been in regular contact with the Scottish Government and have produced a lengthy 
guidance document based on the phased plan that the Government outlined a few weeks ago. The document 
includes a questionnaire and risk assessment which we have to complete and submit to Presbytery for approval 
prior to re-opening. 
 
Phase 2, which we are currently in, allows the building to be open for private prayer. As this has never been our 
custom, we will not be doing this. Phase 3 will permit “extended groups subject to physical distancing”. 
However, although Phase 3 is scheduled to get underway on 10 July, the earliest date on which Places of 
Worship might be permitted to welcome an extended group is currently 23 July. This applies to all groups, not 
just Sunday worship. The conditions will still be very restrictive - wearing masks, no physical contact such as 
shaking hands, sitting and staying at all times 2 metres apart, no singing, no cups of tea/coffee and strict 
hygiene and thorough cleaning after every meeting. This would be very different from what we normally enjoy! 
The elders therefore consider that we are unlikely to start meeting together again until Phase 4, as we feel that 
the conditions would not be conducive to fellowship and meaningful worship. We will continue to follow the 
Government and Church of Scotland guidelines. The situation is changing all the time so we will keep things 
under review and keep you informed of any changes. 
 

In the meantime we remember the words of Paul in 1 Thessalonians1  
 

“We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers”. Let’s keep giving thanks for 

one another and keeping each other in prayer. 


