
 

 

28 September 2020 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

 
The survey results are in! 
 
The first thing to highlight is that with regard to those who would normally attend church, a 
high proportion participated in this survey. We thank folks for taking the time to complete the 
survey and especially thank all who provided comments – this has been really helpful. The 
results of the survey are published later in this news sheet. 
 

                                             ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GOOD NEWS - our Church buildings are re-opening to facilitate Sunday 
worship!  
 
Whilst the Kirk Session recognised that many were unable to consider 
returning to ‘normal’ church services at this time, it was felt that the 
time was right to proceed to re-open our building and provide an 
opportunity for live Sunday worship within the confines of the church 
building. We are therefore pleased to announce that the church will re-
open for Sunday worship on 25th October 2020. Alongside the ‘live’ 
service, provision will continue to be made for those who, in the 
present circumstances, are unable to attend. Further detail around re-opening and continuing on-line ministry is 
provided later in this news sheet. 
 

 
 

On-line services 
 
Our on-line gatherings will continue for the next few weeks through the 
current format of a recorded video on YouTube.  You can access the recording 
through the church website, Facebook, or directly by following this link      
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLlSpIvV9rg&list=PLTGVgZwHN-
1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc 
 
A big thank you to Catherine who will be posting videos for the weeks of 
Sunday 11th and Sunday 18th Oct when I am on holiday.  Please pray for her as 
she gets to grips with the technology.  I have greatly appreciated your prayers 
and encouragement over these last 6 months, as I have learnt to record and 

produce on-line services. Next week we will be coming to the end of our series on “Rejoicing” and I hope you have had a 
chance to connect on-line. 
 

 
GOOD NEWS – WE ARE RETURNING TO WORSHIP IN CHURCH - 11AM SUNDAY 25th OCTOBER 2020 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLlSpIvV9rg&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLlSpIvV9rg&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc


Keeping in touch 

Hi Jonathan here! I would like to say a warm hello by virtual hand-shake or hug, depending on what 
your preference is! Let’s remember we are a family   
 
As we all know, Government guidance for meeting in each other’s homes has become more 
restricted.  I am still permitted to make pastoral visits and receive visits, but these should take place 
outdoors if at all possible and have to be by invitation. I can also meet with people at the church 
during the Food Larder opening times – as long as masks are worn, and social distancing observed.  
 
But…. I am only a phone call away!   Please feel free to ring me if you would like to speak to me on 
any matter. Tel: 07587 186424.  You can also reach me on Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp, and 
through email:  jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
Kate and I will be away on holiday from 5th -19th Oct.  Rev Colin Brough and team at Fintry Church have again kindly agreed to 
offer pastoral and funeral cover. If you need to contact Colin please e-mail on cbrough@churchofscotland.org.uk. Tel: 01382 
458629.   
 
Yours in Jesus, Jonathan  

 

 
 

As usual, the updated Chalmers Ardler Prayer Diary is being issued with this news 
sheet. In addition, we are able to provide the Kayole Prayer Diary which has been 
received earlier than usual. 
 
 

 
 

The Healing Ministry continues to be available for anyone who might want prayer for a 

specific situation. For those wishing to have a name added to our regular healing list and 

have these folks prayed for regularly, please contact Evelyn Strachan on 01382 772933. If 

you have a situation where you feel that ‘urgent’ prayer is required, please contact Irene 

Strachan on 01382 812252.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next prayer meeting will be on  

Wednesday 7th Oct at 7.30pm by Zoom 

and led by Catherine Coull.   
 

It would be wonderful to see as many as possible on 
the zoom call as it is good to join together and 

encourage each other in prayer.  The Zoom link is 
below: 

 
Join Zoom Meeting ID: 897 9683 6451 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89796836451 

 
Dial-in on 0131 4601196 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesdays, 2 - 2.45 pm 
All women welcome! 

 
A group of women are continuing to meet for bible 
study via Zoom and would be delighted to welcome 

anyone who would like to join.  
 

You can join by computer audio, if you have the 
technology, or just over an ordinary phone line. For 

more information, text or phone Catherine on  
 

07751 596773 or 
email catherinecoull@btinternet.com 

 
 
 

 

mailto:jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:cbrough@churchofscotland.org.uk
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SURVEY RESULTS 
 

When participating in a survey, it is always good to have an opportunity to see the results. Here is an analysis of the responses 

received. In determining whether to reopen, the survey results were considered by the Kirk Session together with the many 

and varied helpful comments made. As well as considering the congregational responses, the Kirk Session were required to be 

mindful of the encouragement of Presbytery to reopen if at all possible, and in addition, to recognise that  there is a 

responsibility to connect with those in our neighbourhood who are not yet part of our worshipping community but who need 

to have an opportunity to be encouraged into having a full and meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
GUIDANCE FOR THOSE ATTENDING  
OUR MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

We are looking forward to reopening for worship at 11am on Sunday 25th October, however in a physical sense, church will 

look very different. Here is some guidance to help those who intend to return at this time. It may seem that the procedures are 

intimidating, however it’s all relatively straightforward and in many respects similar to what we are presently experiencing in 

other everyday situations. 

1. Our service will start at 11am with the church being open from 10:30am.  
2. There will be no Prayer Meeting prior to services. 
3. You will be able to access the building from both the main entrance and the west entrance. 
4. When arriving either singly or as a household, please maintain 2m distancing. 
5. When entering into the building and for the duration of your presence, it is necessary that masks be worn (unless a 

medical condition excludes you from this requirement). Please bring your own mask, although for anyone forgetting 
to bring one along some spare disposable masks will be available. 

6. When arriving you will find the doors open and a volunteer will be waiting to point you to the hand sanitisation 
station. 

7. After completing hand sanitisation you should make your way through the Hall of Friendship to the sanctuary – 
unfortunately there is no opportunity to meet with others and chat in this area. 

8. At the entrance to the sanctuary, you will be required to give your name and telephone number. This is a necessary 
requirement to allow us to comply with the government’s Test and Protect Scheme. 

9. After having given your details, you will be directed to seating which will be set apart at 2m distances. The seats will 
be set individually or as small groups in an endeavour to ensure that household groups can sit together. You are asked 
not to move chairs. 

10. The expectation is that the service will be shorter than normal, probably around 40 minutes. 
11. At the conclusion of the service you will be given advice with regard to leaving the sanctuary and will be asked to 

leave the building as quickly as possible. Unfortunately, there will be no opportunity to remain for chat etc. after the 
service. 

12. If you require water, please bring your own.  The kitchen will not be available. 
13. Whilst we wish to limit use of the toilet facilities we recognise that there may be a need for toilets to be used. Only 

the Disabled Toilet will be available for use – this helps reduce the scope of cleaning required at the end of each 
service. 

14. There will be an opportunity for an offering to be made utilising a plate which will be placed at the door to the 
sanctuary. 

15. Whilst heating will be on when required, we need to have doors and possibly some windows open in order to assist 
air circulation.  

 
During the early weeks of reopening we do not expect numbers to exceed the permitted number of 50 persons. If we find that 
there is potential for this to happen, we may require to move towards some sort of booking process. At this stage, folks should 
simply come along. 

 
We might not get everything right at the outset, so please bear with us.  For everyone this will be a different experience of 
worship and it is expected that we will learn and adapt. What we do hope is that you will feel that a safe environment has been 
created to give us an opportunity to come together to experience God’s presence  
 

 

 

To help folks visualise the practical issues highlighted, we hope to be able to issue a short video 
presentation during the week prior to reopening. 
 

 

 



 
FOR THOSE CONTINUING TO ENGAGE WITH CHURCH ONLINE  
OR VIA OUR TELEPHONE LINK 
 

 

We recognise that many have indicated that they are not wishing to return to worshiping in a building at this time – this is 
understandable and absolutely OK. Whilst the building is reopening to allow worship services to be held, alongside this we shall 
be continuing to make available an opportunity to engage with our services online or via our telephone link. 
 
At this time, we are still considering how best to link in with those at home. Hopefully, if our internet connection at church 
allows, we would intend offering a live stream of our morning worship via our YouTube channel. However, it may be that live 
streaming proves to be impossible in which case the service would be recorded and uploaded onto social media platforms at 
some point on the Sunday following the morning service. We are also looking at the viability of engaging with folks via Zoom. 
 
Whilst further information will follow, be assured that for those unable to attend church in person, provision is being made. 
Whether at home or in church, everyone remains an integral part of the Chalmers Ardler worshipping community. 
 

 

…….looking forward to the 25th October 

 
For those who will be joining for worship in our building from Oct 25th, Jonathan 
writes,  
 
Services will be around 35-40 minutes and will include: Call to worship, prayer, 
two worship songs (led by a singer and musician socially distanced), prayers for 
others, a reading and some reflections on that, and a final worship song.   
 
I am planning a series on “Meeting with God in the desert”.  From time to time we 
all have our “desert” moments, or sometimes “desert” seasons when things come 
to an end, dry up, and there seems to be little hope of progress. The recent round 

of Covid-related restrictions may feel a bit like that.  Often, we feel that God has deserted us. But what if we looked at it the 
other way around?  What if the desert was the place where we met with God? Like for many of the characters in the Bible, not 
least Jesus Himself! 
   
Earlier in the month I was given a present of a book called “Wasteland?” written by Mike Pilavachi of Soul Survivor.  I found it 
both a comfort and a challenge; a challenge to seek after God when things seem to be very bleak, but also a comfort that God 
is to be found in the desert.  May it be so for us in these weeks and months ahead as it was for Moses.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year, we took part in this Tearfund event. A good time was had by all who participated although it was disappointing 
that a team from The Steeple Church pipped our own quizzers to the top spot   . This year, the Quiz is to be repeated 
on Saturday 14 November although it will be run as an ‘on-line’ event. We hope that folks will want to be involved. 

Whilst some further detail is awaited, the expectation is that this will take place using the ‘Zoom’ platform, with an 
afternoon start time. Please add this date to your diary. A communication will be issued towards the end of October giving 
further detail as to how you can take part and support the on-going work of Tearfund. 

“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to 
the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush.” Exodus 3: 1-3 

 



Chalmers Ardler Community Food Larder 

We have good news to announce!  The food larder will open for business on 
Tuesday 29th Sept. Our opening hours will be 12-2pm every Tuesday and 
Wednesday. We are very grateful to Sheona and Melanie for all their hard work 
over the past month getting things set up and organised.  Thank you as well to all 
our other volunteers who will be helping to run this outreach. If you would like to 
volunteer, even if just to provide occasional cover, then please get in touch with 
either Sheona or Melanie whose contact details are shown below. 
 
              Sheona (sheonachisholm@gmail.com; Tel 07933 999150) 
              Melanie (rainbow.melanie@googlemail.com; Tel 07583 863304). 
 
We are in the final stage of setting up our formal partnership with the food provider 
FareShare, and we have also re-established our connection with Tesco who provide 
bread, fruit and vegetables every week.  Other local food providers are coming on 
board and we are also very grateful to Faith in Community Scotland for providing 
£500 towards the purchase of food, and to Dundee Bairns who have given us £500.   
 
 
 

We have been invited to join the Dundee Food Insecurity Network alongside other community organisations and churches such 
as Menzieshill and Douglas and Mid-Craigie.  This network is chaired by Jacky Close (Faith in Community Scotland) and is 
responsible for co-ordinating the Scottish Government’s official response to the Covid crises in relation to food provision in 
Dundee. 
 
It has been amazing and humbling to see God’s favour on this project both financially and also through messages of support 
and people in the community offering to help.  Please keep praying for this venture, that not only will people be fed, but they 
will experience the transformative love and kindness of Jesus our Lord. 
 

 

 

This Christian service provides a safe space to discuss any difficulties and 

challenges with qualified counsellors. The contact details are provided should you 

need to get in touch confidentially or wish to pass detail of this counselling service on 

to someone that you feel might benefit. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

CLEANER/CARETAKER 
 
 

We had some interest in this position, however given that only limited use will be made of the church buildings at this time, it 
has been decided that appointment to this post will be held over until we are at a position whereby more than an hour or so of 
cleaning will be required. 
 

 

Grass Cutting 
 
As indicated in our last news sheet, Gavin Donnet, who has undertaken the cutting of grass at 
church over a number of years, has advised that this season of grass cutting will be his last. 
We sought to encourage someone to come forward as a replacement volunteer(s) for the 
purpose of undertaking this work.  Unfortunately, to date there has been no response to this 
appeal. If you think that this is something which might interest you – out in the good weather, 
keeping fit and healthy etc…..please contact Gordon Cunningham (01382 660940). You can 

chat through what this involves and perhaps an arrangement can be made to meet up with Gavin prior to the end of this 
seasons grass cutting which is very imminent. 

mailto:sheonachisholm@gmail.com
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Since the last report, not much has changed. Our income remains lower than had been 
expected whilst our expenditure remains roughly at the same level as before the 
outbreak of the pandemic. Due to the continued generosity of our congregation, the 
deficit being experienced is currently sustainable, in the short-term anyway.  

 
To all who have been able to give regularly, we again say, “thank you.”  
 

For some, the reopening of the church will enable an offering to be made as part of our ‘in church’ worship. For those unable 
to attend at present, we would ask that if not giving via standing order, you continue to set aside your offerings and whenever 
possible send these to our treasurer, John Ralfe, either by cheque, or directly by bank transfer. As an alternative, if it would 
help you, John is happy to visit and pick up your offering – just give him a call. 

 
Contact detail is as follows:- 

John Ralfe, 77 Princes Street, Monifieth, Dundee DD5 4AR 
Tel: 01382 530563 

Email: john.ralfe@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

    

                             

                                                                         

With regard to the renovation work, we have now moved into Phase 2. A significant 

amount of this work which will include decoration, installation of a small kitchen, some 

minor electrical and plumbing work and general labouring, will be undertaken by 

volunteers. If you, or someone known to you has the basic DIY skills and would like to help out, please contact Gordon 

Cunningham (01382 660940) who can provide further information and discuss how you can get involved. 

 
 

 

 
To connect with our Sunday services and Chalmers Ardler’s social media provision, click on 
the links below. In addition, Sunday services are capable of engagement with via telephone 
(Dial in using 01382 768887). The call is charged at a local or your calling plan rate).  
 

 

 
 

Sunday services link:          www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLlSpIvV9rg&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc 
 

                             
 
                                                                             
 
If since the start of this Covid 19 situation you have moved to use electronic communication, if you have not already done so, 
please let us know and pass to us your email address – this will allow us to involve you when undertaking any on-line 
meeting/discussion. 
 
If you have something which you would like to share with the church family, you can email us at  
info@chalmersardlerchurch.org, post a comment onto our Facebook page or call Gordon Cunningham on 01382 660940. 

 

 

Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 
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