
 

 

28 October 2020 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 
 

GOOD NEWS: We’re Back in Church 

Last week we had our first service back in the building since the 15th of March.  Jonathan writes, 

 

It was an emotional moment for many of us, being glad to be back, but also missing those who are unable to be with us in 

person right now. In total 44 people attended the service. We are very grateful for those who helped with the welcoming, the 

worship and the sanitising of the surfaces afterwards.  

  

It’s early days and we have a few technical hitches to sort, but our intention is to 

make a video recording of the service available on our YouTube channel as soon 

as possible after the service finishes on Sunday morning.  Please bear with us as 

we seek to overcome the limitations of broadband and file sizes! You can access 

the recording through the church website or Facebook page.  An audio recording 

of the service is also being made available through the Twilio phone line  28310

.)etar lacol eht ta degrahc( 788867  

   

We would like to take some occasional video footage of the congregation worshipping, so that those watching at home can 

feel part of the worship experience. If you would NOT like to be filmed then please sit on the west side or right side of the 

sanctuary (the side nearest to the community centre) or let Jonathan or Catherine know.  

 

 

We began a series last Sunday on “Meeting God in the desert” and 

focusing firstly on the life of Moses.  This Sunday, 1st November, it is 

David, and then a further three biblical characters until the first Sunday 

of Advent on 29th Nov.  My hope is that we will have rich and life-

changing encounters with our wonderful Saviour through these times 

of worship and teaching.  As I said last Sunday - let’s focus on what we 

can offer to God in worship at this time not what we can’t. David has 

a few things to teach us on that front!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WE HAVE RETURNED TO WORSHIP IN CHURCH – EACH SUNDAY MORNING AT 11am 

 



Keeping in touch 

Hi Jonathan here!  

 

I hope and pray that you are keeping well.  We are in very uncertain times still, but we worship 

a God who is our solid ground, our Rock of Ages, our stronghold!  He is a God who has firm 

plans to prosper us and plans to give us a hope and a future (Jeremiah 29: 11).  Kate and I 

continue to pray for the Holy Spirit to visit us all, imparting hope and joy despite our 

circumstances. 

 

As we all know, Government guidance for meeting in each other’s homes has become more 

restricted and is likely to change again in the weeks ahead. At the time of writing I am still 

permitted to make pastoral visits and receive visits, but these should take place outdoors if at 

all possible and have to be by your invitation. I can also meet with people at the church during the Food Larder opening times – 

as long as masks are worn and social distancing observed.  And we are still able to meet in a café.   

 

All the above also applies to our elders and pastoral visitors who are available to help.  The Kirk Session will be looking to re-

focus our pastoral care over the next month or two to ensure that we keep in touch with everyone who has a live connection 

with Chalmers Ardler, whether you are a member or not. But…. I am only a phone call away!   Please feel free to ring me if you 

would like to speak to me on any matter. Tel: 07587 186424.  You can also reach me on Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp, 

and through email:  jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk. 

   

Now that church services have resumed in the building my working week has returned to the pre-lockdown pattern of Sundays 

to Thursdays. 

 

Yours in Jesus, Jonathan  

 
 

As usual, the updated Chalmers Ardler Prayer Diary is being issued with this news 
sheet. The Kayole Prayer Diary will be issued electronically and to those who 
requested that it be posted to them just as soon as possible after it is received. 
 
 

 
 

The Healing Ministry continues to be available for anyone who might want prayer for a 

specific situation. For those wishing to have a name added to our regular healing list and 

have these folks prayed for regularly, please contact Evelyn Strachan on 01382 772933. If 

you have a situation where you feel that ‘urgent’ prayer is required, please contact Irene 

Strachan on 01382 812252.  

 

 

 

Baptism 

We have some wonderful news to celebrate! Archie MacDonald will be baptised on 

Sunday 15th Nov.  We are having a second service on that day, but unfortunately, due 

to Covid restrictions, this will be by invitation only. However, Archie will be coming to 

the service on Nov 29th along with his parents Gillian and Andy.  This will give us the 

opportunity to pray for the MacDonald family and to seek God’s blessing on them all. 

 

mailto:jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk


Chalmers Ardler Community Food Larder 

 

The food larder opened for business on Tuesday 29th Sept and we are now into our 5th week. 

Our opening hours are 12-2pm every Tuesday and Wednesday. We are very grateful to 

Sheona and Melanie and to all our other volunteers who are helping to run this outreach. 

We have sufficient volunteers now to run the larder including a number of our friends from 

the community whom we have got to know through the Church @The Gate lunches project. 

We continue to give thanks to God for His blessing on this venture   

We will provide a more in-depth report in a subsequent news sheet. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On-line House Group 

We are hoping to start a fortnightly on-line house group on Tuesday evenings starting at 7pm 

on Nov 10th. This was originally intended for those who have just completed the on-line Alpha 

but is open to everyone. The maximum number of participants will be around 12 (12 zoom 

screens!).  

 

We will be using material from Soul Survivor (Mike Pilavachi) called storylines which explores 6 

major themes of the Christian faith covering Old Testament and New Testament and has DVD 

teaching which we hope will be able to stream through zoom.  There are 6 sessions in total. 

Session 1: The Jesus Storyline Session 2: The Covenant Storyline Session 3: The Presence 

Storyline Session 4: The Kingdom Storyline Session 5: The Salvation Storyline Session 6: The 

Worship Storyline. 

 

If you are interested in joining this House group then please get in touch with Jonathan.  Tel:  

07587 186424.  You can also reach him on Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp, and through email:  

jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next prayer meeting will be on  

Wednesday 4th November at 7.30pm  
by Zoom, led by Jonathan 

 
It would be wonderful to see as many as possible on 

the Zoom call as it is good to join together and 
encourage each other in prayer.  The Zoom link is 

below: 
 

Meeting ID: 568 228 7947 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947 

Dial-in on 0131 4601196 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesdays, 2 - 2.45 pm 
All women welcome! 

 
A group of women are continuing to meet for bible 
study via Zoom and would be delighted to welcome 

anyone who would like to join.  
 

You can join by computer audio, if you have the 
technology, or just over an ordinary phone line. For 

more information, text or phone Catherine on  
 

07751 596773 or 
email catherinecoull@btinternet.com 

 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
mailto:catherinecoull@btinternet.com


 
 
SATURDAY 14th NOVEMBER: 2 – 3.30PM 
 

 

This year, the Quiz will be run as an ‘on-line’ event. We hope that as many folks as possible will take part. 

We will be using ‘Zoom’ and attach below the link which will allow you to log in on the 14th November. We’ll send out a 
reminder on the morning of the 14th, so don’t worry if you do not have this link to hand. If you are receiving this news sheet as 
a paper copy and would like to participate in this event, please let us have an email address so that we can send you the invite 
enabling you to take part. 

Link to quiz participation 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89498182754?pwd=WHBONEFzWHRzNmNGUmpWVG9TRkZXdz09 

There is no minimum or maximum number of team members. Your team will simply be limited by the number in your 
household. 

Tearfund heard some of the comments following last year’s event – it can be confirmed that the questions this year are a bit 
easier and the quiz is suitable for all ages. 

To add a bit of fun, you might want to combine the quiz with afternoon tea with your fellow team members – just remember, 
not too much Prosecco! Someone has suggested that they and their team might be found in their hot tub…….any other crazy 
locations? Budgies, cats, dogs, hamsters etc. are all allowed as team members  

 

As well as being a fun event, it’s hoped that folks will consider supporting the work of 
Tearfund. Every pound raised will transform the lives of people like Alaya from Malawi. 
Alaya can no longer feed her family. Weather patterns that have guided her farming for 
generations have changed. Crops are failing and floods are bringing sickness and disease. 
Lives are at risk. We’ll take a break during the quiz to show a short video clip highlighting 
part of Alaya’s story. 

 

 

Normally, we would invite gifts of money at the event. This year, whilst this method of giving is not possible, Tearfund have 
encouraged giving via the ‘Just Giving’ platform. If you would like to give, please click on the ‘Just Giving’ icon below and you 
will be taken to the relevant giving page. You can make a gift anytime from now until around 2 weeks after the event. 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JustGiving won’t be charging a platform fee to the charity.  When making a 

donation you can opt out of making a contribution on top of your donation 

towards Just Giving’s admin costs – simply use the drop down box to select your 

option.  If not wishing to make an admin contribution, select ‘Other’ and leave 

the monetary sum at £0.00 

 

Janie Martin: Bequest 

We recently received confirmation that our much loved friend and former deaconess, Janie Martin left a significant 
monetary gift to Chalmers Ardler Church in the amount of £43,876.23.  This is a very much appreciated gift. 

Janie committed most of her life to Chalmers Ardler – serving the church and its people was what her life was about. This 
gift to the church, left as part of the residue of her estate, affirms what we already know – she was a truly generous servant 
of God with a tremendous love for Chalmers Ardler, its people and its service in the community. This money will be placed 
into our Combined Bequest Fund. Prayerful consideration will be given as to how this gift might be put to best use.  

An appropriate acknowledgement has been forwarded to Janie’s sister. 

 

WW,lsl,d 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89498182754?pwd=WHBONEFzWHRzNmNGUmpWVG9TRkZXdz09
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Gordon-Cunningham2?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=20201027_


Christmas Card Alternative/Exchange 

It has been our usual practice to suggest that rather than exchange cards with each other in 
church, a donation be made to a specific charitable project. The Government’s Covid 
guidelines applicable to church suggest that we should avoid contact and minimise areas 
where folks might congregate whilst a number of folks with whom we might share greetings 
are presently unable to attend church in person. In the circumstances, it has been decided 
that this year we will not provide a church initiated opportunity for sharing our greetings nor 
will tables be made available for folks leaving cards. 

This does not mean that we should not be considering how we might best share Christmas greetings. You can of course post 
out cards to friends – maybe, as an alternative you could just phone friends or drop them an email or message via social media 
and let them know that as an alternative to posting out cards you have made a donation to a worthwhile cause. If you 
generally write 20 cards, the £13 potential postage could be gifted to your selected cause.  

Below, there is listed three organisations which you might want to consider supporting. Some of these organisations also offer 
opportunities to make alternative Christmas gift purchases.  If you click on the logo images, you can find out more. For those 
not using electronic communication, contact phone numbers are provided. 

 

We are a group of people who love God, love the people we work with in Africa and love 
our volunteers who work so hard to make a difference. We began as Comfort Rwanda in 
1999 after a visit to Rwanda showed us the trauma and vulnerability of genocide 
survivors. We met wonderful people who became our partners in development there. 
We met street children and began to work with our partners to support their journey to 

a hope and a future. Our Mission is to help rebuild lives devastated by poverty, genocide and conflict in the nations of the 
world. Tel: 01236 598274 

 

Over 25 years, Bethany has developed a complete range of services including addiction support, 
accommodation, furniture provision, community education, and employment opportunities to 
meet people at their point of need and help them move on. Over 3000 homeless and 
vulnerable people are supported by Bethany every year, in partnership with some 300 
organisations in Scotland. Tel: 0131 467 3030 

 

 

Without proper toilets and clean water, people are trapped in a vicious cycle: 
 

 They’re likely to become sick through sanitation-related diseases 

 Illness means they cannot work or farm their land, so they earn less or grow less   
food 

 Children often miss school, because they are sick or because they’re busy 
collecting water 

 Girls often drop out of school altogether when they start their periods if there are no toilets or changing rooms 

 Parents have to pay for medicines or food, so they may fall into debt 

 Women and girls risk being attacked or bitten by snakes as they go to the toilet in the open, especially if the culture 
dictates that they have to go out at night 

 Water and sanitation projects enable families to build a toilet, have access to clean water, and to learn about 
handwashing and other hygiene principles. 

 Dignity is restored when the whole family can use a private, hygienic toilet at their home and no longer have to squat 
in the bush. 

 

Toilet Twinning is an organisation helping to provide clean toilet facilities where none (or poor) exist. Tel:0300 321 3217 

 

 

 

 

tel:0300
https://comfortinternational.org/shop/comfort-gifts
https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/
https://www.toilettwinning.org/


 
Here is a very positive update from our treasurer, John Ralfe. 

Although it is too early to add up the final figures for October, financially it is 

looking like a better month than was expected. Partly this was due to the timing of 

the receipt of just over £3,000 from the tax man – this is a payment associated 

with Gift Aid donations and had not been expected until November. This amount 

was also £700 more than we thought we would receive.  

 

In addition, when the church re-opened last Sunday, some members of the congregation took the opportunity to hand over 

their offerings which had accumulated over the Covid period to date. On Sunday afternoon I had a huge smile on my face! 

Whilst we have been unable to meet together we are all very thankful to those who have given faithfully either via a bank 

standing order or by setting aside their normal weekly offering. The Freewill Offering envelopes for 2021 will be available for 

distribution at the end of November. Given the current restrictions, this might be a time to consider the convenience of giving 

by standing order via the bank. This also helps by reducing the number of envelopes that need to be opened on a Sunday. If 

you would like to make this change, please contact me using the contact detail provided below.  

As indicated separately in this news sheet, a further bit of good news is the receipt of the sum of £43,876.23 as a legacy from 

Janie Martin’s estate.  

For some, the reopening of the church will enable an offering to be made as part of our ‘in church’ worship. For those unable 
to attend at present, we would ask that if not giving via standing order, you continue to set aside your offerings and whenever 
possible send these to our treasurer, John Ralfe, either by cheque, or directly by bank transfer. As an alternative, if it would 
help you, John is happy to visit and pick up your offering – just give him a call. 

 
Contact detail is as follows:- 

John Ralfe, 77 Princes Street, Monifieth, Dundee DD5 4AR 
Tel: 01382 530563 

Email: john.ralfe@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 
                           

 

 
To connect with our Sunday services and Chalmers Ardler’s social media provision, click on 
the links below. In addition, Sunday services are capable of engagement with via telephone 
(Dial in using 01382 768887). The call is charged at a local or your calling plan rate).  
 

 

 
 

Sunday services link:          www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLlSpIvV9rg&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc 
 

                             
 
                                                                             
 
If since the start of this Covid 19 situation you have moved to use electronic communication, if you have not already done so, 
please let us know and pass to us your email address – this will allow us to involve you when undertaking any on-line 
meeting/discussion. 
 
If you have something which you would like to share with the church family, you can email us at  
info@chalmersardlerchurch.org, post a comment onto our Facebook page or call Gordon Cunningham on 01382 660940.  

 

 

Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 

mailto:john.ralfe@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLlSpIvV9rg&list=PLTGVgZwHN-1uA7ZrmRxxwD_3JF3FR60Dc
mailto:info@chalmersardlerchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChalmersArdlerParishChurchofScotland/
http://chalmersardlerchurch.org/WordPress/

