
 

21 December 2020 

 

* * * * UPDATE FOLLOWING REVISION TO COVID 19 GUIDANCE* * * *       

 

Following the latest news from the Scottish government with regard to Covid Level 4 restrictions, it has been necessary to 

amend arrangements which had been put in place for the duration of the Christmas period.  

    Whilst the amended government restrictions are not becoming effective until 26th December, the Church of Scotland 
are encouraging congregations to be mindful of the intention of the present message, i.e. to restrict opportunities for 
people to gather in any situation. Consequently, and in keeping with the guidelines issued to us, it has been decided that 
the projection of the Christmas message on the outside of the church building between 21-24th December will be 
cancelled.  

  The proposed ‘live’ Christmas Eve service will similarly require to be cancelled, however this will now be posted on-line 
and available to watch on our YouTube channel (and *Twilio phone line) from noon 23rd December onwards, accessed in 
the usual way through Facebook or through YouTube direct, or through the church website. 

  Our Christmas morning service in ‘Zoom’ format will continue as planned, commencing at 10.30am. Please could 
everyone have a candle (or advent wreath) ready to light if you are able.  Click on the link below to access the service.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947 
 

Meeting ID 568 228 7947.     *To dial in by phone: +44 131 460 1196 
 

   With effect from 27th December, Sunday morning services will revert to being back on-line until the restrictions allow 
50 to meet again. As had been planned, Gordon Cunningham will lead our service on the 27th with an expectation that 
this will be available to view on our YouTube channel either by late Boxing Day or early Sunday morning.  A recording of 
the service will be available on the Twilio phone line on 2nd Jan. 

  The morning service on Sunday 3rd January 2021 will be on ‘Zoom’ (link will be issued closer to the date) whilst the 
service on 10 January will be posted on line (no ‘Zoom’ participation that week). After that we will see what the situation 
is and provide all with a further update. 

 

*Whilst we will do everything possible to have Twilio available as detailed above, due to the type and nature of service content, 
especially the Christmas Eve and Zoom services, it may be that a good quality of sound cannot be achieved with the consequence 
that we may not be able to make this facility available on these dates. 
 
Requiring to make the various changes is disappointing, however people's safety is paramount whilst compliance with the rules 
now prevailing is unavoidable. In spite of the more significant restrictions, we do hope that you will in some way, be able to join 
us for worship over the coming days and weeks. Notwithstanding all of the changes, the Good News of Christmas has not 
changed! 
 
 

 

Keeping in touch  

The revised guidance indicates that pastoral care in homes should only take place for the most serious of 

situations with the expectation that all pastoral care should move online or be telephone based.  

Please remember - Jonathan is only a phone call away!   Please feel free to ring him if you would like to speak to 

him on any matter. Tel: 07587 186424.  You can also reach him on Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp, and 

through email:  jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
mailto:jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk


 
Jonathan writes: 
 
It seems very odd to be writing this article before Christmas and thinking about what might be 
happening in the New Year!  I don’t know about you, but one of the most difficult and tiring 
things for me has been the inability to plan ahead and have to constantly review and change 
plans. However, wasn’t this the case for all those who were part of the story of Christ coming 

as a baby? I’m sure Mary and Joseph didn’t plan to give birth to Jesus in a stable (or a cave as some biblical scholars have 
suggested), but God was there, and they adapted. 
 
We have no idea what 2021 will bring, but God does! And He will be with is through it all helping us to adapt, plan, and re-plan 
as we need to.  For the first two weeks of January, I would like us to explore some of the themes in the book of Jeremiah centred 
around that famous passage in Chapter 29.  You will recognise that passage I am sure if I were to tell you that verse 11 starts 
with God speaking to his people and saying, “I know the plans I have for you”.  Friends, we worship a God who is good and loves 
us with an everlasting, intentional passion and zeal – and He does indeed have good plans for us even in the darkest times when 
we find it difficult to see the way forward. 
 
Kate and I wish you all a very Happy New Year and we pray that we may experience the Lord’s good and everlasting love in 2021. 

 

Moderator’s service 
 
The Moderator of the General Assembly, Right Rev Dr Martin Fair has recorded a service for the  
Christmas and New Year season.  You can access this on our YouTube channel by clicking here. 
https://youtu.be/OTzz_souEJY 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Our next prayer meeting will be on  

Wednesday 6th January 2021 at 7.30pm  
by Zoom, led by Jonathan 

 
It would be wonderful to see as many as possible on the 

Zoom call as it is good to join together and encourage 
each other in prayer.  The Zoom link is below: 

Meeting ID: 568 228 7947 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947 

Dial-in on 0131 4601196 

 

 
 

Tuesdays, 2 - 3pm 
All women welcome! 

 
A group of women are continuing to meet for bible study via 

Zoom and would be delighted to welcome anyone who would 
like to join.  

 
 We restart in 2021 on Tuesday, 5th Jan. 

 
You can join by computer audio, or just over an ordinary phone 

line. For more information, text or phone Catherine on  
 

07751 596773 or email catherinecoull@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Chalmers Ardler Food Larder 
 

We will be closed on 29th and 30th December 2020 and again on 5th and 6th January 2021 
 

https://youtu.be/OTzz_souEJY
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
mailto:catherinecoull@btinternet.com


 
Advent & Christmas – RADIO & TV 
Needing a wee break from the computer screen? Here are some Radio and TV suggestions for you. Please mention these to 
family and friends who aren’t on the internet.  
 
Thursday 24th December, Christmas Eve 

 11.30pm BBC Radio Scotland: Watchnight Service – from Greyfriars Kirk with Rev Richard Frazer (repeated at 6am on 
25th December) 

 11.45pm BBC 1 Scotland: Christmas Celebration - with Sally Magnuson, carols from churches across Scotland (repeated 
at 7pm on BBC Scotland on 25th December) 

 
Friday 25th December, Christmas Day 

 6am BBC Radio Scotland: Christmas Service – from Greyfriars Kirk with Rev Richard Frazer (repeated from 11.30pm on 
24th December) 

 8am BBC Radio 2: Good Morning Christmas with Rev Kate Bottley 

 12noon BBC Scotland: ‘The Service’, from St Giles’ Cathedral with The Moderator, Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair  

 7pm BBC Scotland: Christmas Celebration (repeated from Christmas Eve) 
 
Sunday 27th December, First Sunday after Christmas 

 6am BBC Radio 2: Good Morning Sunday with Rev Kate Bottley 

 7.30am BBC Radio Scotland: New Every Sunday with Rev Rosie Addis (St John’s SEC, Edinburgh) 

 9.40am BBC 1 Scotland: Reflections at the Quay –– with Rev Maggie McTernan and Rev Roy Henderson 

 12noon BBC Scotland: ‘The Service’ – SEC service from Aberdeen 
 
Friday 1st January 2021, New Year’s Day,  

 12.35pm BBC Scotland: with the Moderator featuring ‘Scented Lament’ 
 
Sunday 3rd January, Second Sunday after Christmas 

 6am BBC Radio 2: Good Morning Sunday with Rev Kate Bottley 

 7.30am BBC Radio Scotland: New Every Sunday with Fr Michael Carrie (RC Dundee) 

 10.30am BBC1 Scotland:  Reflections at the Quay – with Rev Jane Howitt and Fr Dermot Preston 

 12noon BBC Scotland: ‘The Service’ – from Inverurie with Rev Rhona Cathcart 

 

 

This initiative proved popular and the Scottish Bible Society are continuing to make readings available 

via the existing App. If you do not already make use of this and wish to do so, the best way you can get 

involved is to join the global community using the app. Download via the links below. As an 

alternative, you can make use of the Reading Plan, a copy of which is provided with this news sheet. 

                                          
 

 

To connect with our Sunday services and Chalmers Ardler’s social media provision, click on the links below. 

In addition, Sunday services are capable of engagement with via telephone (Dial in using 01382 768887). 

The call is charged at a local or your calling plan rate.  

Sunday services link (after reaching the page click on the relevant image which will take you to the service selected):  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6U73XzBNI5EGrW-yRlMICQ/videos 
 

 
                             
 
If you have something which you would like to share with the church family, you can email us at 
info@chalmersardlerchurch.org, post a comment onto our Facebook page or call Gordon Cunningham on 01382 660940    
 

 

Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 
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