
TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2020 

 

DUE TO THE CONTINUING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THE SESSION MET ON ZOOM 

 

The Session was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss S Chisholm, Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham. Mr G Donnet, Mrs L Donnet, Ms 

F Ewen, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs K Humphrey, Mrs G MacDonald, Mrs N McDonald (by telephone link), Mrs B 

McLeod, Mr J Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe, Mr B Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES – Apologies were heard on behalf of Mr J McRae. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE – Melanie Harrison, to report on a conversation regarding memorial to Catherine 

Chisholm. 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of 20 October 2020, which had been circulated, were approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. Local church review – This is on hold due to continuing pandemic. 

2. Partnership with Kayole –This is on hold until it is possible to meet in person with Carol Findlay 

from Overseas Mission. 

3. Memorial to Catherine Chisholm – Melanie Harrison reported that she and Morag Bathgate had 

visited the garden to discuss possible sites for the proposed mosaic.  It had been noted that 

preliminary work would need to be carried out and Morag is looking into this.  Morag proposes to 

make the mosaic herself with help from friends. 

4. Re-opening the sanctuary for services - Services are now taking place on Sunday mornings and 

that everything is going well.  The services are recorded and put on social media on Sunday 

afternoons. Initial difficulties in uploading the services have now been overcome. 

5. Employing a cleaner – This is on hold due to the pandemic. 

6. Food Larder – Sheona Chisholm reported that the larder is going well.  Statistics were presented 

covering the first 7 weeks of the larder and it was noted that there had been an average of 29 visits 

per week with 68 family members, including 31 children receiving food.  A statement of the values 

of the larder was circulated and noted.  The Moderator has been taking part in the Food Insecurity 

Network meetings which are chaired by Jacky Close of Faith in Community, and this is a helpful 

forum to discuss supplies, funding and other matters relating to the larder. It was agreed that 

feedback should be sought from larder members after 3 months and that the larder should be 

reviewed at the January Session meeting. 

7. Youth Worker – Young Life International have provided some examples of memoranda of 

understanding between churches and YLI.  The group from the church who are dealing with this are 

to meet via Zoom on Thursday 19 November to consider these and to finalise the job description.  

Following this, there will be a further meeting with YLI. 

8. Tear Fund Quiz – This took place on Zoom on Saturday 14 November and £420 was raised for 

Tear Fund. 

9. On-line house group – This is due to start on Tuesday 24 November at 7.00pm.  A donation has 

been received towards the purchase of material. 

10. Pastoral care – A start has been made towards organising that every active member and adherent be 

contacted by an elder.  It was agreed that contact does not necessarily have to be by phone but could 

be by social media, text, card etc.  The Clerk undertook to allocate members to elders, taking into 

account existing contacts, and to circulate lists in good time for contact to be made before Christmas. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. An email from Carol Findlay regarding the Olive Grove Tent of Nations in Bethlehem was noted. 

2. The Moderator reported that Michael Malone and Ann Wright. who have been volunteering at the 

Food Larder would like to have their wedding in the church on 17 December at 2.30pm.  This was 

agreed. 



SAFEGUARDING – The Clerk reported that the necessary references for Sheona Chisholm in regard to her 

becoming Safeguarding Co-ordinator had been received.  She also reported that Beth Macleod had agreed to 

be Deputy Safeguarding Co-ordinator.  One reference had been received and the other is coming.  Sheona 

and Beth will be interviewed in due course. 

    

COVID GROUP – There was some discussion regarding whether the Covid group, set up at the start of the 

Covid pandemic, should continue to meet or whether task groups should be set up again.  This will be 

discussed further at the next Session meeting. 

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – Catherine Coull reported that the next revision of the Presbytery Plan is being 

discussed and that changes which will affect all congregations are inevitable. 

 

ACCOUNTS – The accounts for October had been circulated and were agreed along with a draft budget for 

2021.  The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Margaret Roud, sister of Janie Martin, to say 

how much the legacy received from Janie’s estate is appreciated. 

 

PROPERTY – A detailed report on work carried out in the main building and in the Living Rooms had been 

prepared by Gordon Cunningham and had been circulated.  It was noted that Gordon and Bill Robertson had 

carried out decorating work in the Living Rooms.  The notice board at the gate of the grounds had been 

damaged in a recent storm and had had to be removed.  It was agreed that the old board should not be 

repaired and images of various designs for a new board had been circulated.  Following discussion, Gordon 

was asked to firm up on prices and to report to the next meeting.  Work carried out was approved 

retrospectively and it was also agreed that the BT broadband provision in the church should be upgraded to 

enable the transmission of services on-line. 

 

MEETINGS IN CHURCH – Jonathan had received one or two requests from individuals to meet in the 

building to discuss church-related matters.  Following discussion it was agreed that while current Covid 

restrictions on meeting indoors continue, meetings apart from Sunday services and the Food Larder, should 

not take place in the church.   

 

A request had been received from Young Lives to use the large hall on 2 occasions before Christmas for a 

craft project.  This falls under “regulated youth work” and as such is permitted.  The event would be strictly 

controlled and access would be restricted to the hall of friendship, the large hall and the disabled toilet.  All 

areas and surfaces would be thoroughly sanitised after each event.  Young Lives would be responsible for 

Test and Protect requirements.  It was agreed that this could go ahead. 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES – It was agreed that a church service on Zoom would be held on Christmas day 

at 10.30am.  The Covid group had suggested that holding a service in the sanctuary on Christmas Eve would 

not be advisable due to the restriction in numbers allowed to attend.  There was concern that people might 

have to be turned away.  As congregational singing is not allowed, a traditional carol service could not be 

held.  Following discussion, it was agreed that Jonathan would consider what might be possible and circulate 

a proposal. 

 

PROJECTION OF CHRISTMAS IMAGES ON THE OUTSIDE WALL OF THE CHURCH – The 

equipment required to do this is available to rent for £250.  The proposal is that images be projected from 4-

6pm on 5 days (20 – 24 December).  It was agreed that this should go ahead and Jonathan will seek 

volunteers to operate the projector.  He will also explore the possibility of involving Ardler Primary and 

possibly St Fergus School. 

 

COMMUNION – It was agreed that due to the current restrictions, communion scheduled for 6 December 

will not take place. 

 

DECA – It was agreed that the annual subscription to DECA should be paid.  It was noted that the annual 

DECA service would be held on 29 November at 6.30pm in St Peter’s Church.  Booking is required and 3 

places have been allocated to Chalmers Ardler. 

 



FREEWILL OFFERING ENVELOPES – The envelopes for 2021 will be available for collection on 

Sunday 22 November.  Any not collected will be delivered 

 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 19 January at 7.00pm and this meeting will be via Zoom. 

 

 

Moderator 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 


