
 

25 February 2021 

 

 

Jonathan writes: 
 

 
In our last newsletter I talked a bit about church life being in a kind of “holding pattern”. My hope is that as we have 

journeyed with the 7 Churches of Revelation before and during Lent, we experience the Lord’s discipline, discernment, and 

preparation for what He may be saying to us about our future landing.  I am grateful to all the people who have been 

sharing with me that they have been really feeling the stirring of the Holy Spirit through these letters to the churches. And 

thank you as well for all the positive messages and feedback you have been sending me over this past month. 

 

Over the last two weeks we have been studying what the Lord said to the 

churches in Philadelphia and Laodicea respectively.  Philadelphia received 

encouragement from Jesus that a door of ministry and ways to share the 

gospel had been opened for them.  In contrast Laodicea was accused of 

being “lukewarm” and exhorted to open the door to Jesus the master.  

But what about you and me? is there an open door set before us, or is God 

waiting for us to open the door to him?   I believe that the call to the church 

in Laodicea is also a specific call for the church at this current time; a call for 

us to let Jesus into all aspects of our lives, both personally and corporately.  He wants to be included and present in the 

daily “in-house”, at home stuff of life, the on-going strategies, attitudes and 

conversations and not just the ones kept for “Sunday best”. 

Over this next year there will be some really big changes in the Church of 

Scotland.  Our denomination has been in decline for decades, but Covid has 

exacerbated the problem.  It is estimated that 20% of our churches may not 

re-open after Covid. This year’s General Assembly will be putting plans in 

place for the next 3-5 years to reduce our budget deficit and adapt to the 

retiral of 40% of the ministers currently in post.  There will be consequences 

for our Presbytery Plan and allocation of ministry posts to Dundee.  

It is too soon to say what the exact reduction will be, but we have been asked to form a grouping with Downfield Mains and 

Fintry churches on the Northside of Dundee, to work in partnership within the context of an anticipated reduction in our 

allocated number of paid ministry posts.  A small group of representatives from all three churches has met on two 

occasions to begin conversations and identify where each church can bring skills to make the most of partnership working.  

Our aim is to further the gospel, make disciples and expand the kingdom of God in our part of Dundee, despite the difficult 

circumstances.    

During any storm it is good to know what keeps you steady, and my prayer is that we all know our Father in Heaven is the 

giver of peace and salvation. After our reflections in January and February on what Jesus is saying to the church, it will be 

good to focus on “Days spent with Jesus” in the run up to Easter.  By becoming surer of His love for us and His voice in our 

lives we will develop a greater appreciation of all that He has done. Also, can I encourage you to join us in the online Prayer 

meetings (next one - Wed 3rd March at 7.30pm) as we seek the Lord and open the door to Him. 

 

May the Lord Bless you and keep you.  

Jonathan 

 
 

Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 



 

Plans for Easter Services 

Following the First Minister’s announcement this week, at the time of 

writing the date for return to worship in the building is currently 5th April 

and the maximum number allowed will be 20.  However, this could 

change when the situation is reviewed in a few weeks’ time.  We will have 

to be flexible in our plans, but the hope is that we will be having some 

form of joint on-line service with Downfield Mains and Fintry over the 

Easter period.  We will communicate plans as soon as we can. 

 

 

 

Sunday evening Zoom services 

Following our last Session meeting, it was agreed that it would be good to run a pilot Sunday evening service by Zoom.  

Four services are planned from end March through to end June on the last Sunday of each month starting at 6pm.  Here are 

the dates below and we will share the joining instructions and format nearer the time.   

Sunday 28th March (Palm Sunday) 
Sunday 25th April  
Sunday 30th May   
Sunday 27th June  
 
 
 

 

Keeping in touch  

It remains the position that current guidance indicates that pastoral care in homes should only take place for 

the most serious of situations with the expectation that all pastoral care should move online or be telephone 

based.  

Please remember - Jonathan is only a phone call away!   Please feel free to ring him if you would like to speak to 

him on any matter. Tel: 07587 186424.  You can also reach him on Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp, and 

through email:  jhumphrey@churchofscotland.org.uk.  

 

 

 

Living Rooms 

Sometimes it seems like two steps forward but three back! Perhaps it’s not quite as bad as this but delays are still being 

encountered, primarily due to difficulty with the supply of what we need in order to get this phase of work completed. The 

decoration work is complete whilst all shelving and fitted meeting room units are now in place. The fitting of the floor 

coverings was pushed back a week – hopefully, the fitters will be in the property on Monday 1 March. Some of the 

furniture has arrived but we cannot get this into the property until the flooring work is completed. The window blind 

manufacturers remain closed so it might be a few weeks yet before these can be fitted. Did someone say, finished by 

Easter???? 

 

 

 

External Noticeboard 

Our external sign/notice board fell victim to the high winds experienced prior to Christmas. A replacement has been 

ordered and is in the course of being manufactured. Hopefully, this will be fitted shortly. 
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Chalmers Ardler Community Food Larder 

 
We are very pleased to announce that our Food Larder has now re-
opened.  We hope that we will have welcomed back existing clients and 
perhaps some new members on Wed 24th February.  Our opening hours 
are 12-2pm each Wednesday.   
 
If you are visiting then please remember to wear a facemask, maintain 
social distancing and apply antiseptic hand gel on entering and leaving our 
building.  If possible, only one person per household – and bring a carrier 
bag. If you have Covid symptoms or suspected Covid symptoms, then 
please stay at home and if you can, ask a friend or relative to come to the 
Larder for you. 

 
 
 

 

Alpha online is a series of films to watch and chat about in groups, all on Zoom. It 
allows you to think about life and God and what you believe. It’s for all, whether or 
not you’re a church goer. 
 

We are starting a new course on Thursday 4 March from 7.30 - 8.45pm. 

 

                                 Why not give it a try?  

 

 

Been part of an Alpha course before? You can join up again and perhaps this time encourage a 
friend to join up with you! If you join up but find that it’s not for you, don’t worry - there’s no 
pressure to return. 

 

For more information, check out the short trailer by CLICKING HERE. To register a note of your interest or for further 
enquires, email Louise at alpha@chalmersardlerchurch.org 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 3rd March 2021 at 7.30pm  
by Zoom, led by Jonathan 

 
It would be wonderful to see as many as possible on the 

Zoom call as it is good to join together and encourage 
each other in prayer.  The Zoom link is below: 

Meeting ID: 568 228 7947 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947 

Dial-in on 0131 4601196 

 

 
 

Tuesdays, 2 - 3pm……..All women welcome! 
 

A group of women are continuing to meet for bible study via 
Zoom and would be delighted to welcome anyone who 

would like to join.  
 

You can join by computer audio, or just over an ordinary 
phone line. For more information, text or phone Catherine 

on  
 

07751 596773 or email catherinecoull@btinternet.com 
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Hidden in Plain Sight 

Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, has launched a photo competition – ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ – with both 
children and adults alike invited to send in their photographs showing the Cross in 
our everyday surroundings. The winner in each category will be awarded a gift to 
the charity of their choice. 

Dr Fair, who has spent his year as Moderator reaching out to congregations and 
churches online due to the Covid-19 pandemic, is keen to show that the Cross is an ever-present support in our lives, 
particularly during difficult times such as these. 

“As we head towards Easter, the Cross will come ever more into view - the central symbol of the Christian faith,” Rt Rev Dr 
Martin Fair said. 

“Generally speaking, we find Crosses set within church buildings or worn as jewellery. But, when we open our eyes to the 
possibility, we can begin to see images of the Cross all around us - in both nature and the built environment. Your 
challenge, should you choose to accept it: find a Cross that is ‘hidden in plain sight’ and using your camera, or your phone, 
take a photograph of it. Perhaps it will be two branches on a tree which form a Cross shape. Perhaps you’ll see a Cross in a 
section of wrought-iron fencing. Maybe you’ll see it in a set of road markings or in a random piece of graffiti? The only limit 
is your imagination. Open your eyes and you’ll see that the Cross is all around you.” 

How to take part 

To submit your entry for the photography competition, please email MediaRelations@churchofscotland.org.uk, attaching 
your photograph(s) as well as your name and which category you are in: 

1. Primary school age 
2. Secondary school age 
3. 18+ 

The rules are very simple: 

 The photograph must be one that you’ve taken yourself. 

 You must take the photograph within your own community and must observe all Covid-related restrictions when 
doing so. 

 Each entrant can submit up to three photographs. 

 Images can be taken either on cameras or smartphones and must be submitted by email. Please note, we 
unfortunately are unable to accept photographs submitted via post at this time. 

The competition will run for one month - from Wednesday 17 February (the start of Lent) until Wednesday 17 March. All 
submissions must be received by the closing date. All entries will be featured in a special photo gallery on the Church of 
Scotland website. 

The Moderator will head a judging panel and the winners in each category will be announced in the lead up to Easter 
Sunday, with a gift to the charity of the winner’s choice being awarded in each category. 

The winning entries will be displayed across the Church of Scotland’s social media channels on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, and in a special photo gallery on the website. 

Let the fun begin. Get snapping! 

It would be good to share any entry by Chalmers Ardler folks in our next news sheet, therefore when submitting 

your entry as indicated above, please copy your submission to info@chalmersardlerchurch.org  

 

 

To connect with our Sunday services and Chalmers Ardler’s social media provision, click on the links 

below. In addition, Sunday services are capable of engagement with via telephone (Dial in using 

01382 768887). The call is charged at a local or your calling plan rate.  
 
 

Sunday services link (after reaching the page click on the relevant image which will take you to the service selected):  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6U73XzBNI5EGrW-yRlMICQ/videos 

 
 
 
If you have something which you would like to share with the church family, you can email us at 
info@chalmersardlerchurch.org, post a comment on our Facebook page or call Gordon Cunningham on 07840 662305 

mailto:MediaRelations@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://churchofscotland.org.uk/connect/moderators-photo-competition
https://churchofscotland.org.uk/connect/moderators-photo-competition
https://churchofscotland.org.uk/connect/moderators-photo-competition
mailto:info@chalmersardlerchurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6U73XzBNI5EGrW-yRlMICQ/videos
mailto:info@chalmersardlerchurch.org

