
TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2021 

 

DUE TO THE CONTINUING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THE SESSION MET ON ZOOM 

 

The Session was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss S Chisholm, Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham. Mr G Donnet, Mrs L Donnet, Ms 

F Ewen, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs K Humphrey, Mrs G MacDonald, Mrs N McDonald (by telephone link), Mrs B 

McLeod, Mr J Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe, Mr B Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES – Apologies were heard on behalf of Mr J McRae. 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of 19 January 2021, which had been circulated, were approved. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Members leaving church - Correspondence had been received from Elizabeth Foster and Nicole 

Aikenhead indicating that they were leaving the congregation to worship elsewhere.  This was noted.  

Each had been contacted by the Moderator and/or the Clerk to thank them for their contribution to 

the congregation. 

2. Scripture Union – Susie Ford of Scripture Union, Dundee and Angus, had sent information about a 

fund-raising initiative.  The pandemic has had a negative effect on their ability to raise funds.  It was 

agreed that the sum of £250 would be given from the general fund. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. The following items are on hold due to the Covid-19 restrictions: 

a. Local church review 

b. Partnership with Kayole 

c. Reopening the sanctuary 

d. Employing a cleaner 

e. Memorial to Catherine Chisholm 

2. Youth worker – The Moderator reported that he had been in touch with Rev Canon Kerry Dixon of 

St Luke’s Episcopal Church, about the possibility of the youth worker, once appointed, having 

access to Baldragon High School.  He also intimated his intention to call a meeting of the group 

tasked with drawing up a job description and progressing the appointment. 

3. Food Larder – A report of a meeting of the leaders of the larder had been circulated.  The larder, 

which has been closed during the latest lockdown, will reopen on Wednesday 24 February, and, for a 

trial period, will be open on only one day per week. This will be reviewed.  Draft job descriptions for 

the manager, deputy manager and volunteers had been submitted, but the posts will remain voluntary 

for the time being.  It was agreed that the Job Description for the manager should include the 

requirement to ensure compliance with the requirements of the agreement with FareShare. 

It was noted that the copy of the agreement with FareShare which had been circulated, had not been 

signed by FareShare, and that clause 27 indicated that the Trustees of the church had certain 

responsibilities in terms of insurance.  Sheona Chisholm undertook to contact FareShare to acquire a 

fully completed and signed copy of the agreement and, if this does not exist, to arrange for one to be 

completed.  On receipt of the signed agreement, Gordon Cunningham will check with our insurance 

company that the cover that we have is suitable. 

It was agreed to approve the terms of the agreement and to authorise and homologate its signature by 

Sheona Chisholm and Melanie Harrison on behalf of the church. 

4. Mission and Discipleship course – It was noted that the final session of this course would take 

place on Wednesday 17 February and a report will be brought to the next Session meeting. 

5. Non-elders attending Session meetings – It was noted that the fact that Session meetings are open  

had been intimated in the recent newsletter. 

 

SAFEGUARDING – There was nothing to report 

ACCOUNTS – The accounts for January 2021 had been circulated and were approved. 



ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND NARRATIVE – The annual accounts and narrative had been circulated and 

were approved.  The Treasurer will forward these to the Independent Examiner. 

PROPERTY – Gordon Cunningham, Property Convenor, had circulated a report on the ongoing work in the 

Living Rooms and main building.  Furniture and fittings for the Living Rooms are in the process of being 

ordered and purchased, and a replacement notice board has been ordered.  The quinquennial inspection of the 

church and manse has been completed and no problems were identified.  The Property Register and Manse 

Condition Schedule had been circulated and were approved.  An updated Health and Safety document had 

also been circulated. 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – There was nothing to report. 

PRESBYTERY PLAN – Jonathan Humphrey, Gillian MacDonald and Gail Alexander had met with Rev 

Colin Brough and Liz Higgins of Fintry Church to discuss how it might be possible to work more closely 

together.  The representatives from Downfield Mains Church were unable to attend.  A report of the meeting 

had been circulated.  After discussion, it was agreed that, while the situation regarding the Presbytery Plan 

might change, it was worthwhile continuing to work together with the other two congregations with a view 

to some pooling of resources.  A further meeting is planned and a report will be brought to the Session. 

ALPHA ON-LINE – An Alpha course is planned to start on Zoom on Thursday 4 March.  The Session 

approved this initiative. 

EVENING SERVICES – There was a proposal that an evening service might be held on-line, perhaps on 

one Sunday per month.  It was recognised that many of those who used to attend the evening service before 

the pandemic, would, because of age or infirmity, be unlikely to come out in an evening.  There was general 

agreement that to offer an on-line service would be appreciated, not just during lockdown, but also after the 

building reopens.  The premises could then be available for youth work or other purposes on a Sunday 

evening.  The Moderator and Clerk agreed to discuss this proposal. 

EASTER PLANS – The Moderator indicated that he is trying to arrange some form of joint service(s) with 

other local churches at Easter.  It is likely that the services will have to be on-line. 

The date of the next meeting is 16 March at 7.00pm and this meeting will be on Zoom 

The meeting closed with the Benediction 

 

Moderator 

 

 

Clerk 

 


