
TUESDAY 19 JANUARY 2021 

 

DUE TO THE CONTINUING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THE SESSION MET ON ZOOM 

 

The Session was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Miss S Chisholm, 

Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham. Mr G Donnet, Mrs L Donnet, Ms F Ewen, Mrs R 

Forbes, Mrs K Humphrey, Mrs G MacDonald, Mrs N McDonald (by telephone link), Mrs B McLeod, Mr J 

Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe and  Mr B Robertson. 

 

APOLOGIES – Apologies were heard on behalf of Mrs A Bellingham, Mr J McRae and Mrs M Small. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE – Melanie Harrison 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of 17 November 2020, which had been circulated, were approved. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Covid-19 regulations – The latest guidance from the Church of Scotland had been circulated.  The 

guidance is being followed and the communication was noted. 

2. Presbytery Planning – A document regarding this had been circulated and will be discussed later in 

the meeting. 

3. Art and Architecture – A paper had been received from the Church of Scotland indicating that any 

proposed alterations to the buildings should, in future, be submitted to the General Trustees via 

Presbytery.  This was noted. 

4. Christians against Poverty – Information had been received regarding a proposal to re-establish a 

CAP Debt Centre in the city.  Contact details are available.  This was noted. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. The following items are on hold due to the Covid-19 restrictions: 

a. Local Church Review 

b. Partnership with PCEA Kayole 

c. Employing a cleaner 

d. Employing a youth worker 

2. Reopening the sanctuary – Services for a limit of 50 people had been held successfully in the 

sanctuary from 25 October – 20 December when stricter Covid-19 restrictions were introduced. 

These restrictions allowed a maximum of 20 people and so the decision was taken that services in 

the sanctuary would stop until the restrictions are eased.   

3. Pastoral care – Each elder has been allocated a group of people with whom they will keep in 

contact. 

4. Covid-19 group – This will continue with the remit to deal with Covid-related matters. 

5. Christmas arrangements – Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all planned services in the sanctuary had 

been cancelled as had the plan to project Christmas images on the outside of the church. 

6. Memorial to Catherine Chisholm – It was noted that Morag Bathgate is working on the proposed 

mosaic.  It was agreed that any further discussion should be put on hold until the elders can visit the 

proposed site in the garden.  It was also agreed that it might be appropriate to plant shrubs or similar 

in memory of Janie Martin and Rhoda Powrie. 

7. Food Larder – A report on the Food Larder, which opened in September 2020, had been circulated.  

An average of 32 families per week are using the facility.  The food is donated from various local 

sources. There are 3 leaders, all of whom are church members, and 9 other volunteers, most of whom 

are from the community.  It was agreed that the larder should continue, however, due to the Covid-

19 restrictions, it is currently closed and the aim is to re-open as soon as it is deemed safe.  

Meanwhile, the box in the grounds is being kept stocked with food that can be taken free of charge.  

An agreement has been signed with Fare Share, and Sheona Chisholm undertook to pass this to the 

Clerk for circulation.  The future of the larder and the possibility of employing someone to manage it 

was discussed and a proposal will be brought to the next Session meeting. 



 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – Other than the ongoing matter of the Presbytery Plan, there was nothing to 

report. 

 

SAFEGUARDING/PVG – There was nothing to report 

 

ACCOUNTS – The accounts for November and December, along with the budget for 2021, had been 

circulated and were approved. 

 

PROPERTY – Gordon Cunningham, Property Convenor, had circulated a detailed report on the progress of 

the work in the Living Rooms and work that had been done in the main building. Details of expenditure were 

included in the report. The Moderator thanked Gordon and Bill Robertson for their hard work.  Various 

future work was proposed and the following decisions were taken: 

1. The work carried out was approved retrospectively. 

2. The electrical installation inspection should go ahead as per the quote from G.A. Helmore. 

3. Wall hangings featuring the church logo should be purchased at the best price available. 

4. Window blinds should be purchased from Wellgate Blinds. 

5. The proposed layout of the furnishings in the Living Rooms was approved and it was remitted to 

Gordon and Bill to source and purchase the furnishings. 

6. The replacement for the notice board at the gate should be purchased from Plastics W Graham Ltd. 

 

PRESBYTERY PLAN – A document had been received from the Convenor of the Presbytery Planning 

Group, highlighting the significantly reduced number of paid ministers that will be available in the 

Presbytery and the reduced levels of finance across the church.  It is proposed that Chalmers Ardler, 

Downfield Mains and Fintry Churches form a grouping as Dundee North and ministers and elders are 

encouraged to begin to discuss how they might work together.  To this end, Rev Jonathan Humphrey, Rev 

Nathan McConnell and Rev Colin Brough, along with the MDS in post at Fintry, Ross Clark, had met and a 

report of that meeting had been circulated.  A further preliminary meeting of the above along with a couple 

of elders from each congregation is planned.  The reports were noted and it was agreed that this would be 

discussed in more depth at the next meeting. 

 

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP WORKSHOP – This workshop, Building a Discipling Culture, is being 

run on Zoom by Cairn and the first of four sessions was attended by Jonathan Humphrey, Louise Donnet, 

Sheona Chisholm and Gail Alexander.  The recording of the session had been made available to elders. 

 

(Melanie Harrison left the meeting at this time) 

 

ATTENDANCE OF NON-ELDERS AT SESSION MEETINGS – It was noted that one non-elder had 

attended the meeting and it was felt that the fact that meetings are public should be made known to the 

congregation.  It was agreed that the Moderator and Clerk would prepare an item for the newsletter 

explaining that individuals can attend as observers but cannot take part in discussions unless specifically 

asked in relation to a particular issue.  While meetings continue to take place on Zoom, observers will be 

asked to turn off the camera on their device and to mute themselves. 

 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 16 February at 7.00pm and this meeting will be via Zoom. 

 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 

 

 

Moderator 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 


