
TUESDAY 16 MARCH 2021 

 

DUE TO THE CONTINUING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THE SESSION MET ON ZOOM 

 

The Session was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, 

Miss S Chisholm, Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham. Mr G Donnet, Mrs L Donnet, Ms 

F Ewen, Mrs R Forbes, Mrs K Humphrey, Mrs G MacDonald, Mrs N McDonald (by telephone link), Mrs B 

McLeod, Mr J Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe, Mr B Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES – Apologies were heard on behalf of Mr J McRae. 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of 19 February 2021, which had been circulated, were approved. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Report and accounts from Dundee Nativity – These have been received and are available to 

anyone who would like to see them. 

2. Letter from Legal Department of Church of Scotland – Further guidelines concerning running 

meetings on line had been received and circulated.  The guidelines were noted. 

3. Letter from Moderator of regarding Thy Kingdom Come 2021 – This had been circulated and it 

was agreed that Jonathan Humphrey and Catherine Coull would take this forward. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. The following items are on hold due to the Covid-19 restrictions: 

a. Local church review 

b. Partnership with Kayole 

c. Employing a cleaner 

d. Memorial to Catherine Chisholm  

2. Youth worker – The Moderator reported that no further progress had been possible, but that he 

plans to hold a meeting in the near future of the group taking this forward. 

3. Annual statistics – The Clerk reported that these had been submitted to Presbytery 

4. Annual inspection of records – This is not taking place at the usual time due to the pandemic. 

5. Food Larder  

a. A new copy of the agreement with FareShare had now been received, duly signed by them, and 

sent to the Moderator.  It now required to be signed on behalf of the church, and the Moderator 

will therefore pass it to the clerk for signature.  It will then be sent to our insurers to check that 

our cover is suitable. 

b. Give and Take Box – It was noted that the box had been set on fire by vandals and had been 

badly damaged.  The local community had been very generous in providing food to refill it and a 

donation of £400 had been received from the Unite Union.  A gift of Easter eggs had also been 

received for distribution to local children. It was agreed that Andy MacDonald be asked to carry 

out repairs to the box.  

c. Dundee Bairns are providing lunches for children during the Easter holidays.  It was agreed that 

we would distribute these at the gate of the church during the first week of the holidays.  A Try 

Praying booklet will be distributed with each bag. 

4. Alpha – Louise Donnet reported that the current Alpha course which is being run on line is going 

well. 

5. Evening Services – The Moderator reported that plans are in place for evening services on Zoom on 

the last Sundays of March, April, May and June, after which this will be reviewed.  He and 

Catherine Coull will lead these alternately.   

6. Mission and Discipleship Course/Presbytery Plan – The Mission and Discipleship course run by 

Cairn is now complete and a report had been circulated.  The course had been attended by 2 or 3 

people from Chalmers Ardler, Downfield South and Fintry Churches.  The report indicated areas that 

need to be considered going into the future.  A planned meeting of representatives of the three 

congregations had not taken place.  One of the issues that had been highlighted at a previous meeting 

was the need to engage with those in the 20-40 age group in the area.  Gillian Cunningham had 



produced some thoughts about how this might be taken forward and the Session agreed that Gillian 

should go ahead and contact those she knows in that age group to start a conversation with them 

about how the church might provide suitable ways of engaging with more people of that age.  

 

RE-OPENING CHURCH / EASTER PLANS – The Scottish Government had indicated that churches 

should be able to open with up to 50 attending from Friday 26 March.  An online Good Friday service, joint 

with Downfield South and Fintry Churches is already planned and it was agreed that this would go ahead. 

The church will reopen for morning worship on Sunday 28 March.  As many have now been vaccinated 

against Covid-19 and as it is Palm Sunday, it is possible that numbers will be higher than when services took 

place in the autumn, and it was therefore agreed that a booking system would be put in place.  Alison 

Cunningham will be approached to organise this. 

 

SAFEGUARDING – It was noted that Sheona Chisholm and Beth Macleod had completed an online 

training course for Safeguarding Co-ordinators.  The Moderator and Clerk will interview them and then 

forms will be sent to the Safeguarding Office in Edinburgh to finalise their appointments. 

 

ACCOUNTS – The accounts for February had been circulated and were approved.  The annual accounts are 

with the Independent Examiner.  It was noted that arrangements were being made to transfer a remaining 

balance from the Welcome Project account into the church account, the Welcome Project having ceased. 

 

PROPERTY – Gordon Cunningham, Property Convenor, had circulated a report on work carried out in the 

main building and the Living Rooms, along with a video of the Living Rooms.  The following was agreed: 

1. To approve the financial outlay incurred recently 

2. That necessary electrical work be carried out as per the quotation from G A Helmore 

3. To approve the purchase of signs for the Living Rooms 

4. That there be an official opening of the Living Rooms when Covid restrictions allow and that Bill 

Robertson draw up a list of potential guests 

5. To circulate the revised Health and Safety document to leaders of organisations 

6. That the main gate be closed by the last person leaving the property 

It was also noted that the Quinquennial Inspection had taken place and no problems were identified. 

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT- Catherine Coull, Presbytery Elder, reported (1) on the latest report on 

Presbytery planning, with regard to which Kirk Sessions were requested to provide information to their 

congregations and (2) that Dundee Presbytery had agreed to the arrangements regarding the formation of a 

new presbytery, incorporating Dundee, Perth, Stirling, Angus and Dunkeld and Meigle.  The new presbytery 

will be called Presbytery of Perth and will function from 1 January 2022, assuming approval by the General 

Assembly. 

 

PASTORAL CARE – The Moderator asked how the new arrangements for keeping in contact with 

members were going and all was going well. 

 

WORSHIP EVENING – The music group is keen to hold a worship evening on Zoom on Monday 5 April.  

This was approved.  It was agreed that a further licence be purchased to ensure that we have the necessary 

licences in place. 

 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20 April at 7.00pm and this meeting will be on Zoom 

 

The meeting closed with the benediction. 

 

Moderator 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 


