
TUESDAY 20 APRIL 2021 

 

DUE TO THE CONTINUING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THE SESSION MET ON ZOOM 

 

The Session was constituted with prayer.   

 

SEDERUNT – Rev Dr J Humphrey, Moderator, Miss C Alexander, Miss G Alexander, Mrs A Bellingham, Miss 

S Chisholm, Miss C Coull, Mr G Cunningham, Mrs K Cunningham. Mr G Donnet, Mrs L Donnet, Ms F Ewen, 

Mrs R Forbes, Mrs K Humphrey, Mrs G MacDonald, Mrs N McDonald (by telephone link), Mrs B McLeod, Mr J 

Ralfe, Mrs L Ralfe, Mr B Robertson and Mrs M Small. 

 

APOLOGIES – Apologies were heard on behalf of Mr J McRae. 

 

MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of 16 March 2021, which had been circulated, were approved. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1.  The Scottish Churches and the Covid-19 Report – A summary of this report into how churches had 

continued to operate during the pandemic had been received.  The report was noted. 

2. Christians against Poverty – Correspondence had been received regarding the possibility of opening a 

CAP Debt Centre in Dundee.  Linda Ralfe agreed to follow this up on behalf of the Session. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. The following items are on hold due to the Covid-19 restrictions: 

a. Local church review 

b. Partnership with Kayole 

c. Employing a cleaner 

d. Memorial to Catherine Chisholm – Morag Bathgate has sent a picture to the Moderator of the mosaic 

she has designed.  This will be circulated. 

e. Food Larder – It was noted that the agreement with FareShare had now been signed by both parties 

and that our insurers have indicated that our current cover is sufficient in regard to the Larder. 

f. Alpha on-line – It was noted that the course is going well. 

g. Worship evening – This took place on Zoom on 5 April and was well received.  

2. Presbytery plans – The Moderator reported that there had not yet been a further meeting with Fintry and 

Downfield Mains Churches.  Presbytery has indicated that congregations should be made aware of the 

plans and the Moderator will put an article in the newsletter. 

3. Re-opening the church for worship – Morning services resumed on Sunday 28 March and are being 

attended by around 35 people each week.  The booking system has worked well but it was agreed that this 

should now be abolished as it appears to be an obstacle to people returning.  The situation will be kept 

under review.  It was also agreed that the morning service will continue to be recorded and made available 

on line on Sunday afternoons. 

The current laptop is now old and causing problems.  It was agreed that the Moderator and Gordon 

Cunningham should purchase a laptop or desktop computer that will be suitable for our usage. 

4. Engaging with 20 – 40 year olds – Gillian MacDonald reported that she had contacted 12 individuals 

within this age group with a survey regarding their past and present engagement with church, and their 

views what might make church more appealing to them.  Nine responses had been received and this 

feedback will be circulated to the elders.  Gillian will speak to those who responded and set up a focus 

group, to which they will all be invited, to discuss this further. 

5. Youth worker – The Moderator reported that the group working towards appointing a youth worker had 

met and progress had been made in drawing up a Job Description and a Memorandum of Understanding 

with Young Life. 

 

ACCOUNTS – The accounts for March 2021, which had been circulated, were approved.  The Treasurer reported 

that the balance of the money in the Welcome Project account had been transferred to the General Fund and the 

Welcome Project account closed. 

 

SAFEGUARDING – The Clerk reported that the forms relating to the change of Safeguarding Co-ordinator(s) 

had been sent to the Safeguarding Service in Edinburgh.  When they confirm that all is in order, Rev F Reynolds, 

Safeguarding Contact for Dundee Presbytery, will be informed. 

 

USE OF IMAGES – Following contact from an organisation claiming to represent Reuters News and Media Inc 

regarding copyright of an image that we had used in a newsletter, the Law Department in Edinburgh had indicated 



that the contact may be genuine.  As a consequence, images have been removed from the newsletters and the 

website.  In order to protect us in future, the Moderator had circulated guidelines for use of images in publications 

along with a list of sites with free images.  This will be made available to all who use images. 

 

PROPERTY – Gordon Cunningham had circulated a report along with the Quinquennial Inspection Report.  It 

was agreed that the recommendations outlined in the two reports should be taken forward and that £15,500 be 

transferred from the General Fund to the Fabric Fund.  Gordon will obtain quotes for the necessary work, 

including the redecoration of the sanctuary. 

 

LIVING ROOMS – Bill Robertson had prepared two papers with some thoughts about how we might take 

forward the use of the Living Rooms.  After some discussion, it was agreed that the Task Group leaders should 

meet for a preliminary discussion and bring a report to the Session in May. 

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT – Catherine Coull reported that the proposed presbytery merger, which was to be 

taken to the General Assembly in May 2021 will not now be considered until May 2022. The merger, planned for 

January 2022, is now planned for mid 2022. 

 

COMMUNION – Due to the pandemic and the safety measures currently in place, it is not possible to serve 

communion in the usual way.  It was agreed that pre-packaged communion cups with wafers should be purchased 

from themiraclemeal.co.uk and that communion will be celebrated on Sunday 16 May.  This will be intimated in 

the newsletter and those who are unable to attend will be invited to celebrate in their home while watching the 

recorded service. 

 

ONLINE COURSES – It is proposed that The Bible Course be offered online and the Moderator is also looking 

into the possibility of running a Freedom in Christ course online.  One course may be run in the autumn and one 

in spring 2022.  

 

STUDY LEAVE – The Moderator reported that he has approached both Dundee Presbytery and the Church 

offices in Edinburgh to ask permission to take four weeks of study leave, this being the allowance for 2020 and 

2021.  He plans to combine this with holiday so would be away for Sundays 27 June – 1 August.  Assuming this is 

approved, Catherine Coull has agreed to take the services and Rev Colin Brough will provide pastoral cover.  

Further information should be available at the next Session meeting.  

 

NEWSLETTERS – During the pandemic, newsletters have been circulated approximately monthly.  It was 

agreed that this should now revert to quarterly. 

 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 18 May at 7.00pm and this meeting will be on Zoom 

 

The meeting closed with the Benediction 
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