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Change and Challenge 
 
We had hoped to return to issuing our ‘news’ in a revamped magazine format, unfortunately the need to be including news and 
detail only becoming available very recently has not allowed sufficient time for this to happen. This is a time when we are faced 
with many changes and challenges.  
 
As has previously been advised, Jonathan has intimated his intention to step down as minister at Chalmers Ardler. Whilst his 
time with us formally concludes on 30 September, he is presently 'signed off' until the aforementioned date, consequently he 
will not return prior to his demission.  We ask that you continue to pray for Jonathan and Kate as they consider their future. 
 
In tandem with facing up to the challenges arising as a consequence of being without a minister, we are required to consider the 
significant changes that are undoubtedly going to follow as a result of the review initiated by the Church of Scotland General 
Assembly. This requires Presbytery's and the constituent individual churches to look at new ways of ministry, mission and 

service. Directly below is an item entitled, ‘Planning for the future’ an article offering further insight into this situation 

………we do encourage you all to read this. 
 
The Kirk Session are striving to ensure that we continue to serve God here in Ardler and St Marys and that we offer on-going 
opportunities for worship, prayer and encouragement to all. As we see the relaxation of Covid restrictions, we are moving 
towards re-awakening church life. In this news sheet you will be able to read about what is currently happening and some of 
what is presently planned for the days ahead. As we look towards the days ahead, perhaps this verse from Romans is an 
encouragement to us all. 
 
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His 
purpose.”    Romans 8:28 

 

 

Planning for the future 

With this magazine is a leaflet from the Presbytery of Dundee which is going to all 

church members throughout the city. The document provides information about 

decisions taken by this year’s General Assembly regarding a new approach for 

churches and congregations across Scotland. This new approach involves mission 

planning and groupings of congregations.  

You will see from the leaflet that the proposal for Chalmers Ardler is that we would 

be in a grouping entitled Dundee North, together with Downfield Mains and Fintry 

churches. However, since the leaflet was written, the Kirk Session has discussed the way forward and there has also been further 

discussion with Downfield Mains and Fintry churches, together with representatives of Presbytery. As a result, it may be that 

Chalmers Ardler will be in a different grouping, but further discussions are still to take place. 

 

Whichever grouping we are in, however, there is no doubt that we will need to work much more closely with other churches in 

the future. This is now the case for every church, not only in Dundee Presbytery, but across the whole Church of Scotland. 

 

Rev Fee Reynolds, of Monifieth Parish Church, has prepared a short video with information from the General Assembly which 

you might find interesting as background to all of this. To access the video, CLICK HERE.  

 

We will of course keep you informed with further information on this once discussions are further forward. 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=9uwBq46A3ys


Worship @ 11am  

Our Sunday morning worship continues – every week at 11am. If you haven’t yet managed back to church, we would love to see 

you. 

We are grateful to those who are leading our services, especially Catherine Coull, who as well as leading worship herself is co-

ordinating plans to ensure that all is ship-shape for our times of worship together. Over the coming weeks we shall welcome 

back Rev. Alastair Morrice and Brenda Ewell-Sutton whilst a ‘Songs of Praise’ event led by our Music Group is planned. It’s also 

good to be able to have members of the congregation assist by delivering the bible reading and prayers.  

Now that there is a bit of freedom around contact, going forward and if required, we hope to be able to create opportunities for 

children to have space for some activity during our morning worship……it has of course been good and encouraging to have 

children worshiping with us week by week during the ‘lockdown’ period. 

 

The Living Rooms 

In previous news sheets we have endeavoured to keep you updated with regard to 

the progress of this project. Whilst we have intimated that Phase 1 is complete and 

have shown photos and video clips, many in the congregation have not yet had the 

opportunity to view this facility. We are now able to open it up and give you all the 

chance to see what has been achieved. 

On Sunday 12th September, our morning worship will include a time of giving 

thanks for the fruition of this stage of the project and following the service the doors 

will be flung open to allow you all to walk through the facility. We hope that as many 

as possible will take the opportunity to come along and view the changes. And like 

all good Chalmers Ardler events, there will be tea, coffee and cake available……subject to reasonable weather, this will be served 

in the garden (which is now the focus of Phase 2!).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Group 

 

 

This multi-generational group is open to people of all 

ages. The first meeting is on Wednesday 22 September 

from 2-4pm in the newly refurbished “Living Rooms.”  

Welcome cuppa when you arrive and another to finish 

(£1 per week for refreshments).  

Each week there will be time for a chat as well as 

something from a range of activities e.g. speakers, 

DVDs, crafts, games – the list is endless! Please come 

and bring a friend or neighbour. It is great to be able to 

enjoy meeting up after Covid restrictions.  

Further information can be had from Roz Scott: 07773 

196074. 

 

 

Ladies Bible Study 

 

 

The Ladies Bible study is starting again on Tuesday 7 

September (2-3pm). The group are going to restart 

initially on Zoom, and have a discussion after a little 

while about whether people would be happy to get 

back together in person.  

We are always delighted to welcome new people – if 

you would be interested in joining, please speak to 

Catherine Coull. 

 



Fond Memories  

It’s always sad to have to highlight the death of members and friends. Sandy Strachan, who died 

on 18th July was a faithful attender at church and a man who always had time for a friendly chat. 

More often than not, on a Sunday after the morning service, Sandy could be found with a cup of 

tea in hand sharing some of his famous anecdotes with others. As we highlight the completion of 

The Living Rooms, it’s a reminder of the last major renovation project – refurbishment of the 

sanctuary. Sandy was a big contributor to the team who voluntarily undertook this work, always 

being available to do what was asked of him.  

Seven weeks ago, we sent good wishes to Dorothy Clark who celebrated her 100th birthday. Sadly, 

but after a life lived to the full, Dorothy passed away peacefully on 15th August. Dorothy had been 

part of Chalmers for the whole of her life. When the church moved from Hunter Street to Ardler, 

Dorothy continued her association and as well as attending morning worship week by week, she 

served as an officer in the 1st Company Girls Brigade and was a faithful member of our Woman’s Guild. You could always rely on 

Dorothy to be supportive of church events.  

Whilst we will miss both Sandy and Dorothy, we can recall all of the memories with fondness.   

 

Session Clerk 

In our previous news sheet, it was intimated that Gail Alexander was to be stepping down from this post. In view of all of the 

recent developments, it became clear that the immediate future requires a steady hand on the tiller. It is good to be able to 

report that Gail has agreed to continue in this post for the time being. 

 

Monthly Prayer Meeting 

This takes place as usual on the first Wednesday of each month. At the moment, these prayer times will continue utilising 

‘Zoom’ with our next time together being Wednesday 1st September 2021. These meetings commence at 7.30pm and generally 

last for around 1 hour. The relevant links are below. 

Meeting ID: 568 228 7947                  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947                            Dial-in on 0131 460 1196 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Food Larder 

Due to the changing circumstances of those who led our Food Larder, it has been necessary to bring this service to an end. We 
would like to record our thanks to all who assisted with the delivery of this project – both church members and community 
volunteers. Those who made use of the Larder have been re-directed to similar providers.  

The remaining stock of food is being redistributed to others who operate Food Larders whilst the funds which supported this 
work will, in due course, be appropriately distributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chalmers Ardler Church, 58 Turnberry Ave., Dundee DD2 3TP                  Charity number: SC021763 

Contact Details 

Please do continue to provide us with detail of any pastoral matters where prayer or visitation may be helpful. At the 

moment, Rev Colin Brough and Rev Alastair Morrice have agreed to be available to assist with regard to any funeral services 

required. Presently, our contact detail is as follows:- 
 

            Email: info@chalmersardlerchurch.org                                                           Tel: 01382 668624 (Gail Alexander) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
mailto:info@chalmersardlerchurch.org

