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“Boldly going into the future” 
 
These are words which perhaps sum up the position for all Church of Scotland 
congregations across the land. In previous news sheets we have highlighted that 
the Church of Scotland is currently needing to review and rationalise the way in 
which it ministers in every parish throughout Scotland. That of course impacts 
upon us here in Chalmers Ardler. 
 
Just to make clear – the review and rationalisation was initiated prior to Jonathan 
leaving and his departure has had no bearing on the requirement to move 
forward into new ways of considering parish ministry. 
 
The Kirk Session want to keep you all updated, yet at the same time avoid 
bombarding you with a running commentary on every detail of conversations, 
thoughts, ideas shared and outcomes of every meeting (of which many are taking 

place). However, be assured that we will share the general direction of travel and the developing outcomes when they 
start to become much clearer.  
 
At present, the position is that the initial grouping proposed (ourselves, Downfield Mains and Fintry) has been extended to 
include Douglas & Mid Craigie linked with Craigiebank and Whitfield. We are still very much at the initial stages of 
formulating plans which would enable ministry to be effectively delivered over a significant area and expect discussions to 
continue for some time. We do anticipate that the area, being described as “North Dundee,” will be allocated 3 full time 
equivalent minister posts and 1 MDS (Ministry Development Staff). We also know that at present neither Douglas & Mid 
Craigie linked with Craigiebank nor ourselves have a minister in post whilst the minister at Fintry (Colin Brough) has 
intimated that he will be leaving his post in 2022 whilst the minister at Whitfield (James Wilson) is retiring in Spring 2022.  

In addition to determining how best to utilise the paid staff allocated, the grouping will be 
required to consider a rationalisation of the existing church and manse buildings, some of 
which are in a poor condition. We do know that Chalmers Ardler’s buildings are in excellent 
condition and it has been indicated that our buildings will be retained and will continue to be 
central to ministry in the area of Ardler and St Marys.  
 
At present, Gail Alexander, Catherine Coull, Gordon Cunningham and Gillian MacDonald have 
been representing us at the various meetings and the expectation is that this will continue. 
The detail of all meetings held is fed back into our Kirk Session who themselves consider all 
that is being said and proposed.  
 
All of this can at times seem overwhelming. Change is challenging, yet it can provide oppor-
tunities for new and exciting encounters with God. Yes, church will be different, but has that 
not always been the case when reflecting back on our history? 
 
In this edition of our magazine you will read more about what is happening now, right here in 
Chalmers Ardler. There is a lot of good news and from this we all need to take encourage-
ment - whilst there are undoubtedly challenges and a recognition that we cannot do every-
thing, God and his people are at work! 
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Communion 
 
We plan to return to our normal arrangements for 
celebrating communion four times during the year.  
The first of these services will be on Sunday 5 
December and will be led by Jim Scott.  The bread 
and wine will be available in a “Covid-19 safe” 
manner.  Do try to come along. 

 

Freewill Offerings 
 
If you give to church using the Freewill Offering envelopes, the 
2022 pack is now ready to be picked up from the table at the 
entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
We are grateful to those who give regularly. If you haven’t already 

considered giving by 
standing order, please do 
take time to look at 
whether this might be 
suitable to you. 
Additionally, if you are a 

tax payer but not already signed up to Gift Aid, please consider 
doing so. Gift Aid giving does provide us with a significant boost to 
our finances and for those giving it is painless and requires very 
little action on your part. If you would like further information 
regarding the use of a standing order or signing up to Gift Aid, 
please speak with our treasurer, John Ralfe or with Gail Alexander. 

Badminton Group 
 
This group meets on Monday evening at 7.30pm. 
If you would like some exercise and at the same 
time good company, please consider going 
along. The group will not meet on 27th December 
2021 nor 3rd January 2022. 

Finance Report 
Our treasurer, John Ralfe writes….. 
 
General Fund 
Despite a very difficult year for all of us because of the pandemic, and also 
because of changes to the ministry within our church, I can report that our 
finances remain healthy. Thanks to the continued generous support of our 
congregation our most recent accounts show that the General Fund is in surplus 
and will remain so at the end of the year. Next year, we will again try to ensure 

that the General Fund at least will show a break-even position, although individual figures will look very different as we 
continue to have a ministerial vacancy and activity returns to a more normal basis. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10 Months 
to October  

Full Year 
Forecast 

Income £  £ 

Standing Orders 34,609  41,009 

Weekly collections 13,098  15,498 

Tax recovered 11,849  11,849 

Other 574  574 

 60,130  68,930 

Expenditure 51,478  58,278 

Surplus/(Deficit) 8,652  10,652 

Other Funds 
The Living Rooms project is well advanced and next 
year will unlikely see any significant capital 
expenditure on this project. Ongoing everyday 
expenditure will be charged against the General 
Fund. A significant change to our expenditure next 
year will arise when we start to employ a youth 
worker. Monies to cover this cost have been set 
aside from the Bequest Fund. 
 
Finally, thanks to those who continue to give week 
by week and a wee extra thanks to those who have 
chosen to set up standing orders – this makes my 
job that little bit easier. 

Harvest Thanksgiving  
 
A big  ‘thank you’ to all who contributed to the special collection taken at our Harvest 
Thanksgiving service. The fantastic sum of £706.10 has been sent to Tearfund. 
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Sunday Ministry 
 
Whilst the Presbytery review is on-going, it has been indicated that no church finding itself in a vacancy situation will be 
allowed to progress the appointment of a new minister. The consequence is that Chalmers Ardler will be without a 
minister for some time. Having regard to the present review, expectation is that no process for the engagement of any 
new minister within Presbytery will advance until at least 2023 at the earliest – and that is an optimistic view with 
regard to time-scale. 
 
The ‘good news’ is that the Kirk Session have put in place a Worship Team willing and able to take us through this 
period in our history. Going forward, Catherine Coull will continue to lead services along with Rev Alastair Morrice and 
Rev Jim Scott who will each generally lead one Sunday service per month. Our Music Group will continue to be a 
presence week by week whilst many of you are becoming involved with the bible readings, prayer and the nurturing of 
our young people Sunday by Sunday. Isn’t this all an example of good team ministry! 
 
The sermon portion of our Sunday morning services is now available on-line via our website enabling those who might 
have been unable to attend to hear what has been preached. 

Introducing our Interim Moderator 
 
When any church finds itself without a minister, an Interim Moderator is appointed by 
Presbytery. At the moment and certainly going through into the new year, we will have 
Rev Dr Andrew Gardner as our Interim Moderator. Andrew, who is an interim minister 
presently serving a Barnhill St. Margaret's, joined us in August 2021 and is mostly involved 
with chairing our Kirk Session meetings and providing advice as and when this is required.  
By way of introducing Andrew, here is a little information. 
 
Andrew was introduced as Interim Minister at Barnhill St. Margaret's in April 2021. He 
was born in Glasgow and spent his teenage years in Callander. After school he studied at 
the University of Glasgow and in early 1989 he came to Dundee to take up a research 
position at the Scottish Crop Research Institute. During that time he met Julie (now his 
wife) and responded to a call to the ministry. He took up his studies for full time ministry 
in October 1992 and during training undertook placements at The Steeple Church, 
Clepington Parish Church and the linked congregations of the Carse of Gowrie. Andrew 

served as a Probationer/Assistant Minister of the High Kirk, Dundee. In June 1997 Andrew was ordained and inducted 
as minister of Flowerhill Parish, Airdrie. After 7.5 years there he was called to St Andrew’s Church of Scotland in 
Brussels. He returned to Scotland with Julie in December 2018 to take a position on the Interim Ministry team and 
spent over 2 years at Christ’s Kirk, Glenrothes before moving to Barnhill St. Margaret's. 
 
Andrew and Julie have two grown up daughters. Bethany is married to Tim and they live in Sunderland. Karalyn lives 
and works in Brussels. Andrew is a keen gardener, a life-long Dr Who fan and on a cold Saturday afternoon could 
occasionally be found with friends sipping Bovril on the terraces at Tannadice! 

Are you a Facebook user? If so, we would encourage you to ‘Like’ Chalmers 
Ardler’s Facebook page so that you might receive news and detail which is 
published via this route. Going forward, we want to use this means of 
communication more regularly, however we promise not to bombard you with 
posts. 
 

Digital communication is becoming more common, even within church life. Over the period leading up to Christmas 
we might try out some new things, including the issuing of some podcasts. If you are a relatively new user of Facebook 
or anything similar and feel that you would benefit from some help around how to use what you have, get in touch – 
we are sure that we will be able to find someone who can help. It’s great to hear that some of our members aged 80+ 
are now working with today’s technology and have found themselves able to engage with Zoom meetings, Facebook, 
email and the like……well done! 

https://www.facebook.com/ChalmersArdlerParishChurchofScotland/
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This year, it’s good to be able to get back to worship together ‘in-person’ although the 
wearing of masks whilst singing remains a barrier yet to be removed. Despite most 
folks having to wear masks, it’s hoped that the message of Christmas will be 
experienced by everyone who comes along to our Christmas services. Here is detail of 
some of what is happening here at Chalmers Ardler. 
 

Family Services at 11am on Sundays, 19th and 26th December - led by Catherine Coull and Alastair Morrice respectively. 
 
Christmas Eve Service at 7pm on Friday 24th December – this time together, led by our Music Group, will include the 
provision of hot drinks and warm mince pies….mmmmmm lovely! 
 
Christmas Morning Service at 10.30am on Saturday 25th December - Catherine Coull leads this time together when we 
celebrate the fact that Christ is born. Set the turkey before you leave and remember to bring along a gift that Santa may 
have left! 
 
There will be no after-service tea/coffee on Sundays 26th December 2021 nor 2nd January 2022. 

Come, all ye faithful, and join the celebration in an evening of festive 
cheer with beautiful acoustic carols and original songs.  
    
This advent season, Tearfund is coming to Chalmers Ardler Church with 
incredible Christian singer-songwriters from around the UK as part of their 
annual Christmas Concerts tour. "Come, all ye faithful, and join the 
celebration" is an evening of festive cheer, with beautiful acoustic carols 
and original songs from Yvonne Lyon, Paul Bell, Ellyn Oliver and David Lyon.  
 
This performance will help to raise money for Tearfund ’s partners bringing 
hope to the world’s poorest communities.  It’s the most wonderful time of 
the year, so we look forward to seeing you.  
 

Tickets, priced £6 can be obtained in person at any Chalmers Ardler church event, by dropping us a message 
on Facebook or by emailing your requirement to info@chalmersardlerchurch.org Remember to advise the 
number of tickets required and provide the name of the person who will uplift and make cash payment for the 
tickets on the night of the concert.  
 
Please share the detail of this concert with friends.  

Christmas Greetings 
 
We return to offering those in the congregation an 

opportunity to exchange 
Christmas greeting with 
each other by hanging a message on the 
Christmas tree which will be set in the 
Hall of Friendship. The money saved on 

cards can be gifted to our selected recipients, Toilet Twinning. Please 
note that tables will be not available in church for the laying out of 
cards. 
 
You may recall that we supported the vital work undertaken by this 
charity several years ago and had the toilets in our main building 
twinned with those which our financial support enabled to be 
constructed. We now have a further two toilets in The Living Rooms, 
so thought it would be good to ‘twin’ these also.  
 
If you would like to learn more about the work undertaken by ‘Toilet 
Twinning’ CLICK HERE. 

Christmas 2021 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2021 
 
This year the Welcome 
Group has taken 
responsibility for the 
Christmas 
Shoeboxes. Thank you to 
the whole church family 
and friends who have 

generously contributed so many items as well as 
money for the transportation of each box. We 
have so far been able to fill 50 boxes which are 
sent to Blythswood Care who will add a Bible 
Story book for children, a book for teenagers or a 
calendar with Bible verses for adults. The boxes 
will then be sent to someone in need in Kosovo 
sharing love and joy this Christmas  
 
If you would like further information around this 
initiative and the wider work of Blythswood Care, 
CLICK HERE. 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/
https://blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal/
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Pastoral Care 
 
If you find yourself needing some 
specific advice, encouragement, prayer 
or support, please get in touch. Whilst 
we do not have a minister, we do have 
people prepared to help support you in 
any difficult situation. This includes 
offering visitation to those who are ill 
and assisting with funeral, wedding or 
baptismal arrangements. In the first 
instance, please contact our Session 
Clerk, Gail Alexander. 

The Living Rooms – Garden Project 
 
The work of upgrading the garden area to the rear of The Living Rooms has made significant progress. Paving slabs have 
been lifted and relaid, a section of path has been improved, the concrete panel wall has been cleaned and painted in part, 
trellis fencing has been replaced and general tidying of the planted areas has been undertaken. 

 
A mosaic, provided by the Chisholm family and friend has now been fixed to the 
refurbished wall area – if you would like to view this, please feel free to pop 
around to the garden area. A small planter/seat is also being provided and we 
thank the family for this. 
 
Garden benches and some planters have yet to be placed on the patio, however 
it’s now expected that these will not be put out until early spring. We are 
grateful to the family/friend of the late Mrs Dorothy Clark who have met the 
cost of purchasing a bench.  We are also grateful to The Norwood Trust from 

whom we received a grant of £1,000 towards the cost of this work. 
 

Flower Calendar 
 
We are back to placing 
flowers in the sanctuary 
each week. If you would 
like to make a gift to cover 
the cost of placing flowers 
on a specific week, please 
add your name to the 
Flower Calendar which is on 

the noticeboard in the Hall of Friendship. If the specific 
date which you had initially thought about already has a 
name against it, you can consider selecting an alternative 
or simply add a second name against the specific date 
which might be meaningful to you. The purchase and 
arrangement of flowers is undertaken by Susan 
Robertson who will make contact with you prior to the 
date which you have selected. We are grateful to all who 
support the provision of flowers. 

Monthly Prayer Meetings 
 
These continue via ‘Zoom’ with 
forthcoming meeting being on 
Wednesdays 1st December 2021, 5th 
January and 2nd February 2022. The link 
for these meeting remains unchanged 
and is printed below. Clicking on this 
should take you straight into the 
meeting. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/5682287947                       
       
Dial-in on 0131 460 1196  
Meeting ID: 568 228 7947        

Sunday Sermons 
 
As previously highlighted, we are 
back up to speed with our 
technology! Sermons are again 
being added to our website. If you 
miss a service or just want to listen 
to the encouraging and challenging 
words again, connect with our 
website. 
 
Here is a link which should take you 
to the ‘sermons’ page. 
 
www.chalmersardlerchurch.org.  

 
 

Ladies Bible Study 
 
This group continues to 
meet each Tuesday via 
‘Zoom’ with this style of 
meeting proving popular. 
Over the winter period, 
meetings will continue to be 
held via ‘Zoom’ although the 
meeting on 7th December 
will be a ‘live’ event in The 

Living Rooms. Following the meeting on 7th December the 
group will take a break over the Christmas/New Year period 
recommencing via ‘Zoom’ on Tuesday 11th January 2022. 
 
If you haven’t yet joined up with this group, don’t be shy……
the group is always encouraged when new women seek to 
take part. Contact Catherine Coull for further information.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5682287947
http://www.chalmersardlerchurch.org/
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Good News Club 
Lockdown created many challenges and at the same time provided an 
opportunity to reflect on some of what we had been doing as a church. Whist 
some review and reflection is continuing, we have to announce that The Good 
News Club is no longer meeting. Morag and Archie Bathgate have led this group 
for a considerable number of years and they felt that it was now the right time for 
them to step back from this leadership role. We acknowledge the time and 
commitment which they have both given over so many years. There is no doubt 
that hundreds of young people will have been positively influenced by their 
attendance at the GNC and specifically by the sharing and caring nature of Morag, 
Archie, and of course the other helpers who have supported them in this work. 
 

Morag, Archie and all of the helpers who have supported this work over the years, we want to say a big, THANK YOU.’ 

 

Contact Us: 07591 010182          info@chalmersardlerchurch.org 

CHALMERS ARDLER CHURCH, TURNBERRY AVENUE, DUNDEE, DD2 3TP 

Scottish Charity Number:  SC021763 Chalmers-Ardler Parish Church of Scotland Dundee 

Appointment of a youth worker 
 

Those of you who have been around Chalmers Ardler for a while will know that 
we have thought for many years about employing a youth worker, but for 
various reasons it didn’t happen. Now it really is going to happen!  
 
The youth group appointed by the Kirk Session has been working on this for 
some time and the Session has now approved an agreement with YMCA Tayside 
for a youth worker employed by them to work with us in Chalmers Ardler for 16 
hours a week. This is a really exciting development for us and we believe it is 

one of the ways in which God is leading us as a congregation at this time. 
 
A number of the team from the YMCA were with us in church on 14 November. Franny McGrath spoke about their 
wish to develop work in Dundee and said that they feel that this is very much God's leading and God's timing for them 
as an organisation too. They have lots of experience of youth work in partnership with local churches, and, as Franny 
said to us, “will be in it for the long term”, establishing relationships with young people and encouraging them in their 
life and in exploring the Christian faith. We hope that someone will be in post early in the new year, but we will keep 
you updated. In the meantime, please pray for the youth group as they continue their work. 

WEE WINTER LARDER  

Starting from 1st December 2021  

On WEDNESDAYS  

11.30am – 1pm  

CHALMERS ARDLER CHURCH 

 *Please enter by Public Car Park on the way to Ardler Primary School  

LARDER MEMBERSHIP £1 per visit with a choice of 8 items  

Please bring your own bag, Thank you! 

mailto:info@chalmersardlerchurch.org

